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Mtss 'Lllllan Beniham, of .Roche;ster i 44
* One of Last to Leave Doomed Ship,
' Tells Thrilling Story of Experience

A

NEW TORK, April 19.-—One of tha
most thrilling stories of survl}'oru WHE
that told by Mias Lillian Bentham, of
11 Kay Tcrrace, Rochester, who was
one of the last to ‘leave the sinking
ship. Miss Bentham sald;

Was Recetiring.

41 was just retiring when the ship
struck the leebarg,” she sald, “and the
rhock threw ma from the <de of the

bed clear ncross the stateroom. My
companion In the stateroom was an
old lady. She was in bed, too, and

waa thrown out, I heard someone run
by tha door and T opeoned it to ask
what had happened. 1t was one of
tha hoxya of the steward's force, and he
anawerad:

= ,"Wao nmtruck a Ashing boat, Tt'n
nothing garious. We knocked it all to
picces.  Yop can go back to bed”

2 " Not Scriourly Alarmed.

A minute or two Jater T  heard
someono say that we had struck an
jceberg and_that the big thing contd
he seen for. ?Nc minutes after the ship
had passed it. My roommate dressed
and went out to sce If she could see
the fceberg, but I lay down aguin and
weant to #leep. I don’t know how lang
I slept. Probably it was half an hour,
though It mAyY have bheen less, Then
I was awakened by more nolees ont-
ride the door, and heard nien and wn-
men running and shouting. [ heard
some words about ‘life boate’ and 1
got up and dressed and went on deck.

Scenem on Deck.
t "When I got on deck, the srene was
an awful one, I shall nevaer forget it
an long as T llve. I can sre {t now,
and cannot forget it, aAnd what came
afterward, out of my mind. ,

“The women aAnd children were
crowded togethar on both sider nf the
ship and were being put over the sides
into the lifeboats. Therd were some
men AmMong them, mostly helping the
women along, bidding them a good-bye
and cheering them up. The rest of
the men wern crowded togather, rome
knealing down and praying, others
standing like statues

OfMoers With Pistols.

“The ship’'s officers and some-men
of the craw had pistols in their hands
and orflered the men to stand back
and ‘let the women and children go
first,

“Some men, mostly foreigners, T
think, tried to jump over the siden into

1 think that as
maybe

this _he was shot.
many as a dozen wore shot,
more.

the beats. Every time any one did,

water trying to keep afloat by life pre-
pervers and bits of wreckage, The wa-
for was fey, cold and they suffered
terrihly, They swam up to the boats
and bagged to ba faken In. Some of
them only ecried and prayed, while
others secized hold of the boats and

tricd tn eHmb in.
Pleking Peaple from Water.
“Kvery Lot took In all that 1t

conld carry. Our boat picked up over

forty, A1l the houts tunk all the wo-
men theyv conld Hnd, an gome tnok
in a fasw mon, Bt anly a small part

of thoza that were in the water conld
be taken In, The ghip's man who was
In our boxr had to knoecl reveral men
over the head with an onr to keep
them from clHmbing on and vinking
the hoat,  The wwme thing was dong
In the nther hnaus, A Kreat many
ware killed In the waier In this way.
It was A cruel stght, ons that won't
go out of my eyes. 1 have dreamed {t
Al aver agudn every night snec i
happened. -
Calm Night,

It owas a eabm, sl nmight,
stars bright overhead. Ilow there
could hicve been a eonllision, T donn
know, for vou could sea everything
piain enough, T thought, but It was
very fortunate that it was so sull. I(
it hadn’t been, our bouts waould not
hAve been able to pick up many of
the swimmers, and the bogts would
have been scattered or rFuni. our
boat was ane of the five. that were
tlrd together under the order nf the
Ahip’s man who was in enommanrl.
This wag to make a larger showing on
the water, s0 that we could be rccn
hy a passing veseel,

Morning and No Ship in Sight.

“When morning camea, and we could
s4a no ship., wa felt veary muach dis-
couraged.. for wa thought help would
suPrely come. Rut in a little while we
maw the steamer's smoke, and then
after what seamed to be a long time,
the Carpathia fame near, and tnok us
up. They treated us lika hospital pa-
tlents on bnard the Carpathia, Riving
up their rooms tn us. giving us hot
drinky, brandy and such food as we
could =tand after being rubbed down
thoroughly. Many of the survivors
wero in a ahattered condition and somea
dled on thelr &y in.

Say Captaln Was Reéaponsibie.

“Lveryone blamed the captain for
ths accldent. He was trying to break
the record for speed. I'rom Raturday
noon until Sunday noon the ship had
made 546 milex, BRefore the accident
] heard him say to one of the men,

with

Lery:

collected, thers was a steady round of
lively alra,
When the shlp striek the feebers

Mizg Slater went on drek, She was
ordered to go hack to bed, which sha
Ald on being asgured there was no
danger., A half hour later she heard
confusinn on deck and heard someone
“Order everyone to don life helts,
tunning on dack pfter dressing ngain,
Mive Slater wnas ordered to the hoat
deck alnft,

“When

I got there” she said, f
found  an  indescribable  xeene, A
number of the sleerage Mmen pasarn.
gRers had attempted to reize one of lhﬂ
honts und there wne o brisk revolvar
fire; many men fell ounder it Thn
prompt And drastic wetlon of the M-
cers restored order, . .

“There were many touching scennes
ax the boatg put off, I saw Cnlona)
John Jacab Astor hand hin young wife
Into & bout tenderly and then nsk an
aMeer whether he might  alan ko,
When permixsion  was - refused  Nie
steppoad bhack and eonly taok’ out his
clgarette case. ‘tiond-hve, dearle,' he
called gally, ns he Hghted clgarette,
and leaned over the rajl, S joln
you later,”

“Anaother man, a
think, approaehed one of the bnatx
about 1o he Jowerad, e had with
him two beantiful 1o hova, T Aon'g
want tn gn, hnt for God's sake take
the hove, Thelr mnther ix waiting for
themn in New York.” The
taken ahoard

———

Frenehman, 1

bove weore

STORIES TOLD BY
STEERAGE PASSENGERS

NEW YORK, April 10, —Saveral
slacrage piagsangears tnld Stories of in-
cldents of the wreeck,

Mism Fllen Shine,
land, sald:

'our Men Shot b\ Officer.

aged 20, of Ire.

“Thoue who were ahlf- tn get ont nf
tmd rushed ta the upper decks w hera
they wero met by the members nf the
crew whe endeavored Lo keap them (n
tha steeragm quarters. The women,
however, rushed hy these men, knork.

ing them down and finally reached
tha upper deck. When informed that
the boat was xinking most of them

fell ta thelr Knees and hegun to pray,
“1 ®aw onn of the Jlifahoats and
madea (or {t, In it wers fpur men from
the steerage,  They were orderod aut
by an ofMlcer andrefused tn lnaye
Then one of the oMeers jumped lnto
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