
 
 CURIOSITY CAMPS 2026 INFORMATION AND POLICIES 

 
Welcome to Curiosity Camps at the RMSC (Rochester Museum & Science Center)!  We’re so glad you’re 
here!  We’ve got an awesome summer lined up for you, filled with messy, unbelievable experiments, 
tinkering and testing, and learning led by fun!  Check out this document for everything you need to know 
about Curiosity Camps this summer, and please reach out to RMSC Camp Administration if you have any 
questions! 
 
WHAT TO BRING AND WEAR 

●​ Please send your camper with a snack, lunch, and a drink/water bottle.  Please note that 
refrigeration is not available. 

○​ Curiosity Camp is a nut-free program (no peanuts or tree nuts of any kind).  Thank you for 
your cooperation in keeping our campers, staff, volunteers, and families safe and healthy. 

○​ Campers must bring their own lunch and will not be allowed to share food with their fellow 
campers.  

●​ Campers are required to wear closed-toed shoes and comfortable clothing that can get messy. 
●​ The RMSC is not responsible for the loss, destruction, or theft of any personal items (including 

clothing, book bags, purses, toys, games, electronic devices, cell phones, money, etc.) that your 
child may bring to camp.  We highly encourage campers to keep valuables and other personal 
items at home. 

●​ Items from home must remain in the child’s backpack throughout the entire camp day unless 
permission is granted by an instructor. 

 
DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP 
For all camps taking place on the Museum and Science Center campus, drop-off and pick-up take place 
in the Eisenhart Auditorium (not the main Museum building), located on the RMSC campus at 657 East 
Avenue, Rochester, NY 14607. 
 

Please be prompt so that all camps can start on time.  All campers must be accompanied by an adult 
each morning and signed in at their camp’s table. 
 

Campers will only be released to the authorized contacts listed during registration and on the camper’s 
profile in our database, CampSite.  Authorized pick-ups must present a photo ID every time they come to 
pick up a camper. 
 
Drop off and pick up is done via a unique caregiver pincode entered at the check-in table. Each caregiver 
listed on your camper’s profile has their own code. Please ensure you do not share your code with 
anyone. 
 
In the event that an unauthorized individual attempts to gain access to a child, the parent/guardian or 
emergency contact will be notified. Law enforcement will be contacted if necessary. 

 

mailto:camps@rmsc.org
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Please note that a parent, regardless of custodial arrangements, has the authority to obtain a child from 
camp at any time unless a copy of the Court Order is on file with the camp office. 
 
Please review the procedures below as they apply to your camper(s): 
 

3-4 and 4-5 Mini Camps 
●​ Drop-off for Morning Sessions is between 8:45-9:15am at the side entrance.  Pick-up is at 1pm at 

the side entrance.  
●​ Drop-off for Afternoon Sessions is between 12:45pm - 1:15pm at the main entrance. Pick-up is at 

4pm at the side entrance.  
●​ Please note that Before & After Care is not available for Mini Campers. 

 

Full Day Camps 
●​ Drop-off between 8:45-9:15am.  Campers arriving before 8:45am will need to register for Before 

Care. 
●​ Pick up between 3:45-4:15pm.  Campers who are not picked up by 4:15pm will be placed in After 

Care, and families will be charged accordingly. 
 

Early Pick-Ups 
●​ In the event your camper needs to be picked up early, please notify the instructor at check-in. 
●​ Please note that early pick-ups between 3:30-3:45pm are not always possible as groups are 

transitioning from their classrooms to dismissal. 
●​ In the event of an emergency, reach us using the following numbers: 

○​ Curiosity Camps office: (585) 271 - 4552 ext. 521 
○​ Curiosity Camps mobile: (585) 727-3258  
○​ RMSC Guest Services: (585) 271-4320 

Late Drop-Offs 
●​ In the event your camper needs to be dropped off late, there is no need to notify camp staff ahead 

of time. 
●​ You may arrive at the same drop off location as usual and an admin staff member will be able to 

sign your camper in and walk them to camp 
 

EXTENDED CARE 
Need extra time before and after the camp day?  Join us for extra science fun with unstructured 
exploration in small group settings.  Save when you sign up for the whole week! 
 

●​ Before Care (available for Full Day Campers): $10/day or $45/week 
●​ After Care (available for Full Day Campers): $10/day or $45/week 
●​ Extended Care Combo (Before Care and After Care for Full Day Campers): $80/week 

 
Please note that Extended Care is not available for Mini Campers.   
 

 



 
Late Pick-Up Procedures 

1.​ Campers who have not been picked up by 4:15 PM will be enrolled in After Care and charged 
accordingly. 

a.​ Campers who have not been picked up by 5:30 PM will be charged a $10 late fee. 
b.​ Campers who have not been picked up by 5:45 PM will be charged a $25 late fee. 
c.​ If a camper has not been picked up by 6 PM and we are unable to reach an authorized 

pick-up adult, the Rochester Police Department will be notified.  
 
EMERGENCY AND WEATHER POLICY 
In the event that the RMSC Museum and Science Center closes due to inclement weather or any other 
uncontrollable emergency, Curiosity Camps may be canceled for the day for the safety of staff and 
campers.  Campers' contacts and emergency contacts will be notified via email.  Refunds for the day will 
not be made. 
 

REFUNDS 
To plan appropriately for staff and supplies and to maintain a safe, healthy environment, it is critical for 
us to accurately anticipate enrollment and attendance.  Please note that all camp registration fees 
include a $75 non-refundable deposit. 
 

RMSC policies regarding cancellations, withdrawals and absences: 
 

Cancellation Policy 
Camps that do not meet minimum enrollment requirements are subject to cancellation by the RMSC.  If 
your registered camp is canceled due to low enrollment, you will be issued a credit towards a future 
registration, transferred to another camp that week, or a full refund, including the deposit. 
 

Refund Policy 
All camp registration fees include a $75 non-refundable deposit. 
 

●​ If you withdraw your camper from their registered camp three weeks (21 days) or more before the 
start of the camp, you will receive a full refund (minus the $75 non-refundable deposit). 

●​ If you withdraw your camper anytime later than three weeks before the start of camp, you are not 
entitled to a refund of any kind. 

●​ The RMSC does not issue refunds or camp credits for dismissals from camp due to behavior, 
illness, injury, or other cause.  

 

For example: In order to receive a full refund (minus the $75 non-refundable deposit), for a camp 
scheduled July 27 - July 31,  withdrawals must be made on or before July 6.  Withdrawals made on or after 
July 7 will not receive a refund. 
 

 
 
 

 



 
Absence Policy 
RMSC cannot pro-rate fees or offer refunds for missed days due to camper absence, scheduled or 
unexpected.  Absences cannot be made up by having your child attend another camp on a different day. 
 
HEALTH INFORMATION: ALLERGIES, MEDICATION, EXTRA SUPPORT, and VACCINATIONS 
Curiosity Camps strives to provide an accessible and safe environment for all campers.  If your camper 
has a medical condition, severe allergies, dietary restrictions, or a disability, please note this information 
during registration.  Camp Administration may contact you if there are questions or concerns regarding 
the successful accommodation of your camper. 
 
SICK POLICY 
Please do not send your child to camp if they are showing signs of illness. Campers must be 
symptom-free for at least 24 hours before returning, and a doctor's note may be requested. If a child falls 
ill at camp, a parent or authorized contact will be called to pick them up promptly. 
 
Reasons to stay home include (but are not limited to): A fever of 100.4°F+, vomiting/diarrhea, heavy nasal 
or eye discharge, questionable rashes (e.g., chicken pox, poison ivy, poison oak, poison sumac, etc ), or 
contagious conditions (e.g., pink eye, hand-foot-and-mouth, or lice). 
 

Allergies 
If your camper has an allergy, let us know during registration (make sure to tell us what they’re allergic 
to).  Medications needed in an emergency (e.g., inhalers, EpiPens, Benadryl, etc.) are kept with the  
camper’s instructor at all times during the day.  See below for instructions on how to send your camper 
with medicine. 
 

Please note that Curiosity Camps is a nut-free program (no peanuts or tree nuts of any kind).  Thank you 
for your cooperation in keeping our campers, staff, volunteers, and families safe and healthy. 
 
Please note that your camper may come into contact with various animals that live at our museum and/or 
are brought into the camp for programs. This can include but is not limited to lizards, snakes, turtles, 
insects, cats, dogs, birds, and/or rodents. If your camper has a severe life-threatening animal allergy, 
please contact Camp Administration. If your camper requires allergy medications such as Claritin to be 
taken during the camp day when around animals, please refer to the medication section below. 
 

Medication 
All medication (including EpiPens and inhalers) at camp must be brought to camp Administration in the 
original container and be accompanied by a completed medication form (a QR code will be provided 
during check-in). A medication form is valid for an entire Summer unless otherwise noted. Curiosity 
Camps cannot hold onto any medicine sent in advance or over the weekend between weeks.  
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With proper medical and parental authorization, Curiosity Camps provides supervised 
self-administration of medications for campers: 

●​ Required Authorization: All medications—including prescription drugs, EpiPens, asthma inhalers, 
and Over-The-Counter (OTC) items—require both a licensed physician/healthcare provider 
authorization and a parent/guardian consent form on file. The licensed physician/healthcare 
provider authorization form must be emailed to camps@rmsc.org.  

●​ Packaging & Delivery: All medication must arrive in its original, unexpired container with the 
official pharmacy label clearly showing the camper’s name, medication name, dosage, and 
administration schedule. Medication must be delivered directly by an adult to Camp 
Administration on the camper's first day. 

●​ Supervised Self-Administration Process: Camp Administration will securely store all routine 
medications. With physician and parent authorization on file, designated Camp Administration 
will retrieve the medication at the scheduled time, verify the dosage against doctor orders, and 
directly supervise and log the camper's self-administration. 

●​ Emergency Rescue Devices (EpiPens & Inhalers): Emergency rescue medications are carried by 
the camper’s group instructor at all times. Campers may independently self-carry emergency 
rescue devices only if an Independent Carry Attestation Form signed by both their physician and 
parent/guardian is on file. 

●​ Refusals: Staff will never force a child to take medication. If a camper refuses or misses a dose, 
parents/guardians will be notified immediately. 

●​ Pickup/Disposal: An authorized adult must take all remaining medications on the camper’s last 
day. Unclaimed medications at the end of the summer season will be safely disposed of. 

Extra Support 
Curiosity Camps strives to provide an accessible and safe environment for all campers.  If your camper 
has a disability or needs extra support, please let us know during registration and provide 
details/suggestions on how we can assist your child in having the best possible experience with us. 
 
Curiosity Camp is full of energy and activity! The loudest times of day are check-in, lunch, and pick-up, as 
campers gather in a gym that can get quite loud. While we maintain strong group structure to keep noise 
levels down during the day, camp is naturally dynamic. 
 
If your child has sensory issues, please reach out to a camp administrator or manager 
(camps@rmsc.org or 585.271.4320) before their first day. We want to discuss your child's needs, ensure 
they will not feel overwhelmed, and help you determine if this camp environment is the right fit. 
 

Please note that RMSC Curiosity Camps cannot provide 1:1 aides.  Campers will be in groups of 
approximately 20 campers, with a staff-to-camper ratio of approximately 1:7 (not to be confused with a 
7:1:1 classroom).  If your child’s school district provides 1:1 support during the school year, they may 
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provide the same services for camp programs. Please check with your child’s district; the RMSC gladly 
accommodates certified 1:1 aides at camp. If your child needs or receives extra support during the 
school year, please contact Camp Administration before registering. 
 

Vaccinations 
All campers must be vaccinated (Dtap/DTP/Tdap, Hepatitis B, MMR, IPV/POV, chickenpox, MenACWY 
(starting at age 11-12), Haemophilus influenzae type b conjugate, PCV).  Please note that New York State 
Law does not allow for religious exemptions.  Contact Camp Administration if your camper has a medical 
exemption. 
 
CAMPER BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES 
To provide all campers, staff, and volunteers with a positive and safe camp experience, all campers must 
exhibit proper behavior and self-control and act respectfully at all times.  Behaviors that are not 
tolerated at camp include, but are not limited to, the following: name-calling, bullying, fighting, 
inappropriate (foul or sexualized) language, reckless endangerment, distraction away from the rest of the 
group, unsafe use of equipment, leaving the group without permission, physical violence or fighting of 
any kind, stealing or damaging property, any behaviors that halt camp activities, and other disrespectful 
actions. This includes behaviors that fall under these guidelines and are attributed to known or 
suspected disorders such as ADHD and ASD.  
 

As necessary, Curiosity Camp staff will take the following action steps to manage behavior incidents 
and/or chronic behaviors as problems arise and progress. They may not necessarily be in this order. 
 

1.​ Camp Staff will address inappropriate behaviors and will redirect the camper to more appropriate 
behavior.  Concerns will be shared with the caregivers of the camper(s) involved during pick-up at 
the end of the day. 
 

2.​ If inappropriate behavior continues and is affecting the experience of other campers, staff, or 
volunteers, the camper will be referred to Camp Administration.  Administration will contact 
caregivers to inform them of inappropriate behaviors and discuss possible solutions. The camper 
and their caregiver may be asked to review and sign a safety contract outlining behaviors that 
cannot continue and alternative behaviors that are encouraged as well as a Behavior Report.  A 
sample safety contract is linked here. 
 

3.​ OR caregivers will be contacted to pick up the camper immediately, and the camper will be 
suspended for the remainder of the day (and possibly week, at the discretion of Administration)  
they are scheduled.  Depending on the severity of the behavior, the camper may be dismissed 
from continuing camp programs at the RMSC without a refund. 
 

4.​ RMSC Curiosity Camp has a zero-tolerance policy for physical violence, leaving the group without 
permission, bullying and behaviors involving the endangering of self, staff, other campers, or any 
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other individuals.  These behaviors will result in disciplinary action, which may include immediate 
dismissal from the camp program. 
 

5.​ The RMSC defines bullying as repetitive targeted insults, nagging, gossiping, or other unkind 
behaviors OR any negative behavior directed towards another camper regarding identity such as 
but not limited to inappropriate comments about race, gender, sexual orientation, immigration 
status, and/or disability. 

 

Camp Administration reserves the right to immediately dismiss a camper from current and future camp 
sessions at any point for conduct that is deemed detrimental to the well-being of other campers and 
staff or the overall operation of the camp.  Refunds will not be issued (for current or future camp 
sessions) if campers are dismissed from Curiosity Camp programs due to behavioral reasons. This may 
affect the camper’s ability to participate in Cumming Nature Center camps as well.  
 

Parent Code of Conduct & Incident Handling 

We are committed to a safe, positive environment for every camper. When handling conflicts, our team 
evaluates all facts objectively, maintains strict confidentiality (we cannot share details about other 
campers), and focuses on learning from the event to prevent future issues. 

We ask that parents partner with us by adhering to the following standards: 

●​ Mutual Respect: Please communicate respectfully with our team. Threatening language, 
aggressive behavior, foul language, or intimidation toward staff will not be tolerated. 

●​ Lead by Example: Model positive communication. Campers and impressionable ears are always 
nearby. 

●​ Collaborative Solutions: Work with us constructively to reinforce camp expectations with your 
child. 

Note: Aggressive or threatening behavior from an adult may result in the immediate removal of your child 
from the program and, if necessary, contact with law enforcement. 

Important Safety Protocols: All of our educators and camp staff undergo comprehensive training to 
recognize signs of distress, neglect, or harm. We are committed to maintaining a safe, transparent, and 
trustworthy environment for every child. 
 
Our Partnership with Families: For everyday situations, behavioral challenges, or minor incidents, our 
first step is to communicate directly with you to support your child, either via phone during the day or at 
pickup. Alternatively, for more serious incidents, our immediate step may be to send the camper home 
(see Camper Behavior Guidelines). 
 

 



 
Mandated Reporting Obligations: Our staff are legally mandated reporters. This means they are required 
by law to report any credible suspicions of child abuse or neglect directly to external professional 
authorities (such as child protective services or law enforcement). 
 
When We Involve Authorities: Mandated reporting follows strict legal guidelines. In rare circumstances 
where a situation meets the legal threshold for suspected abuse or neglect, we are required to contact 
authorities immediately. Please note that in some of these legally defined situations, we may be 
instructed by authorities to make the report without telling the family. 
 
We take this legal and moral responsibility incredibly seriously to ensure the safety and well-being of all 
children in our care. 
 

Notice of Camp Activities 
Camp can include messy and/or dangerous activities such as but not limited to: 
 

●​ Finger painting, baking, and other messy activities 
●​ Science experiments involving chemical reactions, heat, pressurized containers, and sharp 

instruments 
●​ Encounters with animals such as snakes, lizards, turtles, insects, cats, dogs, birds, or rodents 
●​ Time spent outdoors on the back-40 field, playground, or pavement 
●​ Use of scissors, cardboard cutters, and other sharp instruments 
●​ Use of lasers, 3d printers, glowforge, hot glue, and other technology 

 
All Curiosity Camp activities are led by trained staff and designed to keep students safe. Injuries or 
damaged property may still occur. By participating in camp programs, you are agreeing to not hold the 
RMSC, its staff, or partners responsible for any injury, damage, or other events  related to camp 
activities.  

 


