Cumming Nature Center Field Trip FAQs

What time of year do you offer programs?

We offer programs all year, except for deer hunting season from mid-November to mid-December.
Year-round programs include: Nature Awareness, Team Building, Earthskills, Plant and Animal
Adaptations, Beaver Ecology and Field Journal Journey. Additional programs are only available during
specific seasons. Click on any given program here to see when it is offered.

What days of the week do you offer programs?
During the school year, we generally offer programs on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays.
During the summer, we generally only book on Mondays and Fridays.

What is the maximum number of students?

Generally, we can take a maximum of 72 students, although some days have a lower capacity based on
other Nature Center programming. If you have more than 72 students, you may need to split students
between two separate program days.

How far in advance should we book?
We recommend that you book more than a month in advance. Some seasons are busier than others,
with April, May, June and October being the most popular times of the year.

How can we book?
Fill out the Field Trip Request Form or email Lann Dolen at adolen@rmsc.org. Our in-person, onsite field
trips are located at Cumming Nature Center in Naples, NY, about one hour from the City of Rochester.

What is the cost of a field trip?

In-person field trips cost $10 per student; one chaperone per every five students is free, and 1:1 aides
are free. Additional chaperones beyond the 5:1 ratio are $6 each and can pay at the door. Please let
parents know in advance whether they are expected to pay. Thanks to our generous donors,
scholarships are available and you can apply here.

How does billing work?

After your program is booked, and at least three weeks before your trip, CNC Guest Services will reach
out to you about billing. You may pay using a purchase order, credit card, check, or cash and must pay
by the date of your trip. Let us know if you will need an invoice soon after booking.

Which programs are offered onsite vs offsite?
e [n-Person Programs (at the Nature Center): All of our programs are available in-person at the
Cumming Nature Center in Naples, NY.
e Virtual Programs: Field Journal Journey, Plant and Animal Adaptations, and Introduction to
Natural Communities are available as virtual programs.
e CNC Delivers (at your school): Right now, we offer Plant and Animal Adaptations and Field
Journal Journey as CNC Delivers programs. (With more to come soon!)

How many chaperones are required?
We will ask that you split students into smaller groups of between 9-20 students, and each smaller group
must have at least one chaperone from your school. One chaperone per every five students is
recommended, especially for younger students.
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What can we expect?

During onsite programs, students will split into their preassigned smaller groups each with a chaperone,
a CNC instructor, and their own hiking route. Each group will take a separate hiking trail, where we will
play games, do activities, learn lessons, and explore!

What should we bring?
Every student and adult should bring:
- Alunch
- Afull water bottle (you can refill it here)
- Araincoat or poncho
- Layers (we are at a higher elevation and tend to be colder than surrounding towns)
- Boots or old sneakers
- Sunscreen & bug spray
- In winter, please come dressed/packed for snow play

Are field trips entirely outdoors?
Yes! Please plan on being entirely outdoors. Although, if necessary, we have indoor spaces available for
lunch or to accommodate severe weather/student comfort.

How long is the program and what time does it start?

You may start your program at any time from 8:30am-1pm. Most onsite, guided programs last 2-3.5
hours with our instructors, including a half hour lunch break. But some of our programs can work in a
shorter time period if you have busing/time constraints. After your program ends, you are welcome to
stay at the Nature Center until 4pm enjoying self-guided activities, trails and other facilities. Reach out to
adolen@rmsc.org for specific timing inquiries.

Are your programs accessible for students with disabilities?

We would love to work with you to form a plan which does not exclude any students. Plus, many of our
staff are former classroom teachers with experience in Special Education. We also have two trail
wheelchairs available for programs and will soon have a wheelchair accessible Treehouse Village!

How do | know which program best aligns with my learning objectives?
Reach out to Lann Dolen at adolen@rmsc.org for recommendations for your particular situation or click
on any school program name here to see which educational standards connect with this program.

What if | want a program or age group that is not listed on your webpage?

It never hurts to ask! At teachers’ specific requests, we have been able to extend the age range of many
programs and can sometimes combine parts of two different programs to better work for the age group.
Plus, we have provided programming for adult groups, as well as for homeschool and non-school
groups, some with very wide age ranges. So, just reach out and we’ll see what we can do!

Do you welcome homeschool or non-school groups?
Yes!

What are your cancellation and weather policies?
Please see our weather, cancellation, and other field trip policies and procedures here.
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Still have questions? Please contact Lann Dolen at adolen@rmsc.org. And thank you in advance!
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