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Collection Summary

Title: Aeolian Corporation records

Creator: Aeolian American Corporation

Dates: 1840-1985, bulk 1925-1945

Extent: 45 linear feet (112 bound volumes, 10 boxes, and 5 flat boxes)

Language: English

Rules: Describing Archives: A Content Standard

Abstract: This collection consists of the business records of the Aeolian Corporation, Rochester, New York.
Thematerials are dated between 1840 and 1985, with the bulk of the materials between 1925 and
1945. The records consist of financial ledgers, art case designs, stock certificates, minutes,
recordings, shipment registers, blue prints, and photographs.
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Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition:

This collection was donated to the RMSC Museum& Science Center by The Strong Museum on February 2016,
accession #

Custodial History:

The Aeolian American Piano Corp. collection was deaccessioned from The Strong Museum in July 2015. The RMSC
accepted the collection on February 22, 2016. Physical transfer of the materials to the RMSCwas completed in
November 2019.

Preferred Citation:

Aeolian Corporation records, [box#:folder#]. RMSC Museum& Science Center, Rochester, NY.
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Restrictions

Conditions Governing Use:

Copyright is held by the RMSC Museum& Science Center but may also be held by the authors, or their heirs or
assigns. Researchers must obtain written permission of the copyright holder and the RMSC Museum& Science
Center before transmission, reproduction, publication, or presentation (public display, performance, internet
presentation, etc.) for images from the collection. Quotations usedmust be cited as above.

Conditions Governing Access:

There are no restrictions regarding access to or use of this collection. Please contact the Archivist to schedule an
appointment or for questions about the collection.
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Administrative History
In 1868, William B. Tremaine and his brother founded Tremaine Brothers. They engineered the “orguinette,” a
table-top organ for in-home play. Tremaine acquired the Mechanical Orguinette Company of New York and the
Automatic Music Paper Company of Boston to establish the Aeolian Organ & Music Company in 1887. By 1898,
Tremaine’s son Harry had taken over the business andmoved it toWorcester, Massachusetts. Edwin Votey,
inventor of the pianola, joined Aeolian in 1897. Aeolian obtained the patent for the pianola in 1900.

By 1903, Aeolian had acquired a number of companies, including George Steck & Co., Weber Piano, and others to
become the Aeolian, Weber Piano & Pianola Company which became the world’s leading manufacturer of
roll-operated instruments in 1913. In 1915, the Aeolian Company startedmaking Vocalion phonographs and started
Vocalion Records in 1917. Vocalion Records was sold to Brunswick Records in 1924. As the popularity of the player
piano faded with the invention of the phonograph and radio, the companymerged in 1932 with the American Piano
Company to form the Aeolian-American Corporation.

The Aeolian-American Corporation's offices and factory were located in East Rochester, New York. The American
Piano Company and the Aeolian Company each brought subsidiary companies with them including Chickering &
Sons, Mason & Hamlin, Foster-Armstrong Co., Wm. Knabe Co., Weber, etc. The firm employed almost 500
employees in East Rochester.

In 1959, ownership passed from the Tremaine family to the Heller family, owners of the formerWinter & Co., and
was renamed Aeolian Corporation. William Heller served as company president from 1924 until 1974. Two years
before declaring bankruptcy, Aeolian Corporation was sold to former Steinway president Peter Perez and in 1985
factories were beginning to close and all the company’s assets were sold to various existing pianomanufacturers.

Name Timeline:

1888 - Aeolian Organ & Music Company
1898 - The Aeolian Company
1932 - The Aeolian-American Corporation
1959 - The Aeolian Corporation
1980 - Aeolian Pianos, Inc.

Piano Brands controlled by the Aeolian Corporation:

Duo Art Emerson Brewster A.B. Chase Pianola Washburn

Gabler Holmes & Sons Foster & Armstrong Mason & Hamlin Ampicao Wheelock

Stuyvesant George Steck Co. Laffargue Lindeman Entertainer

Acoustigrande Wm. Knabe Stroud Weber Stratford

Ellsworth Armstrong Chickering & Sons Franklin Normandie

Haines Bros. J.C. Fisher Marshall-Wendell Primatone Vose

Aeolian American Corp., 6



Scope & Content
This collection consists of the business records of the Aeolian American Corporation, Rochester, New York. The
materials are dated between 1840 and 1985, with the bulk of the materials between 1925 and 1945. The records
consist of financial ledgers, art case designs, stock certificates, minutes, recordings, shipment registers, blue
prints, and photographs.

The bound volumes consist of corporate or Board meeting minutes for A.B. Chase & Co. from September 1875 to
May 1931, AeolianWeber Piano & Pianola Co. from August 1903 to June 1913, American Piano Co. fromMay 1921 to
their dissolution in June 1930 and then from July 1930 to August 1936. Meeting minutes can also be found for
American Piano Retail Stores from July 1930 to September 1932, Emerson Piano from April 1924 to May 1931, and
Lindeman & Sons Piano Co. from April 1924 to May 1931. One bound volume of the Mutual Benefits Association
minutes for Foster Armstrong Co. from November 1903 to November 1903 is in the collection.

The financial ledgers record cash transactions (disbursements and receipts), factory ledgers, general journal
entries, sales distributions, notes, payroll, stock and share certificates, and records of dealer promissory notes
between 1918 and 1956 from the Aeolian American Piano Co., American Piano Company, American Piano Retail
Stores, Amphion Piano Player Co., Ampico, Chickering & Sons, Foster Armstrong Co., Mason & Hamlin, Rythmodik
Music Corp., Wm. Knabe & Co., and other unidentified companies.

Piano and/or shipment register volumes contain instrument make, models, and serial numbers, purchaser
information, and dates. Some of the pianos shipment registers contain information on pianos that were sent to
retail stores which maymake it difficult to track specific pianos. The register volumes found in the collection are
Foster & Armstrong shipment registers from November 1922 to June 1924 and December 1926 to May 1938. The
1926 to 1938 volume includes serial numbers 59,832 to 65,451. Also included are the George Steck Co. shipment
register from February 1959 to May 1971 and Haines Bros piano shipment register from November 1925 to April
1932. J&C Fischer’s piano records run from October 1840 to August 1909, with the following date gaps: 1867 to
1873; 1880 to 1903. J.C. Fischer’s piano registers run from April 1879 to March 1909, with 1892 to 1900 not in the
collection. The shipment registers for J.C. Fischer run from July 1924 to October 1975, with a gap in the chronology
from August 1942 to January 1948. Marshall-Wendell has a piano shipment register in the collection from
November 1925 to March 1932 and there is a Brewster Piano shipment register from theWm. Knabe Co., from
October 1925 to April 1933.

The records also contain blue prints, photographs, art case designs, advertisements, patent information, and
correspondence. Flat file boxes 13469 to 13474, contain 64 large format photographs of Wm. Knabe Co. art
designs, blueprints, pianos, factories, and employees, advertisements for Chickering & Sons, Knabe & Co., Mason
& Hamlin, Story & Clark, andWeber; and art designs for American Aeolian and Aeolian Co.

Aeolian American Corp., 7



Arrangement
The collection consists of 112 bound volumes, 10 half document boxes, and 5 flat boxes.

Subject Headings
● Aeolian American Corporation
● Aeolian Company
● Chickering & Sons
● Aeolian Duo-Art player organ
● Pianomakers
● Organ (Musical instrument)
● Pianola
● Pianola music
● American Piano Co.
● Ampico Reproducing Piano, East Rochester, N.Y.
● Ampico Corporation
● Wm. Knabe & Co.
● J.C. Fischer & Comp

Container List

Box Folder Title, Dates

1 1 Photographs AAPCo., 1985

1 2 Photocopies of newspaper clippings and ads

1 3 Kavanaugh G.C. pres

1 4 Lucielle Sanders history, 1956

1 5 Patent interference

1 6 Patent litigation

1 7 Patent trademarks

2 1-2 Patent Kavenaugh

2 3 Plate medallion designs

2 4 Programs assorted

2 5-7 Unidentified art case designs

2 8 Art case designs
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3 1 Stationary

3 2 Restroud

3 3 Tear sheets

3 4 Unidentified

3 5 Webber, Albert

3 6 Duo-R Piano rolls

3 7 Liquidation sale, 1932

3 8 Paderewski letter (copy)

3 9 Tubing diagram VR grand piano

3 10 Articles of Association Ampico Ltd.

3 11 By-laws

3 12 Minutes, Regent Piano Co.

3 13 Minutes, Ampico Ltd.

4 1 Centennial celebration [Chickering & Sons]

4 2 Historic pianos [Chickering & Sons]

4 3 Historic pianos - Edison Institute “Jenny Lind” [Chickering & Sons]

4 4 Historic pianos - Laura Keene [Chickering & Sons]

4 5 Historic pianos - May Chickering [Chickering & Sons]

4 6 Historic pianos - Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt Sr. [Chickering & Sons]

4 7 Special hand carved art cases [Chickering & Sons]

4 8 Art case designs [Chickering & Sons]

5 1 History [Chickering & Sons]

5 2 Jonas Chickering [Chickering & Sons]

5 3 Letterhead [Chickering & Sons]

5 4 Negative of plant [Chickering & Sons]

5 5 Pattern grand piano [Chickering & Sons]

5 6 Gulbransen-Dickinson Co. price list, 1948

5 7 Receipt (copy) [Haddorff Piano Co.]
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6 1 History [Mason & Hamlin]

6 2 Patent Binnig [Mason & Hamlin]

6 3 Patent Gertz [Mason & Hamlin]

7 1 Patent Gertz: Binnig [Mason & Hamlin]

7 2 Patent Gertz: Music disc [Mason & Hamlin]

7 3 RudolphWurlitzer Co.

7 4 Steinway & Sons

7 5 Story & Clark Piano Co.

8 1 Addressograph inspections service agreement [Universal Moulded Products Corp.]

8 2 Contract with Vital Research Corp. [Universal Moulded Products Corp.]

8 3 Indenture of mortgage and deed of trust [Universal Moulded Products Corp.]

8 4 Insurance: expired policies [Universal Moulded Products Corp.]

8 5 International Business Machine Corp. [Universal Moulded Products Corp.]

9 1 Photographs [Wm. Knabe Co.]

9 2 Metropolitan Opera House correspondence [Wm. Knabe Co.]

9 3 Metropolitan Opera House press releases [Wm. Knabe Co.]

9 4 Patents [Wm. Knabe Co.]

9 5 Photographs: Factory [Wm. Knabe Co.]

9 6 History: Articles [Wm. Knabe Co.]

9 7 Woodman Piano Co. correspondence

9 8 Mason & Hamlin piano sketches

10 1 Art case designs: Knabe Pianos grand cases

10 2 Pianofortes - export

10 3 Art case designs for upright players

10 4 Art design piano cases upright

10 5 Art case designs for pianos

10 6 Interior and exterior views Knabe pianos with Ampico

10 7 Exterior views only
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10 8 Ampico grands Los Angeles

13469-13472 Photographs [Wm. Knabe Co.]

LEDGERS

87.3000.17 A.B. Chase & Co. Corporate minutes, September 1875-April 1923

87.3000.18 A.B. Chase & Co. Corporate minutes, January 1924-May 1931

87.3000.32 Aeolian American Piano Co. cash ledger, January 1944-March 1947

87.3000.33 Aeolian American Piano Co. cash disbursements, February 1937-January 1939

87.3000.34 Aeolian American Piano Co. cash disbursements, February 1939-January 1941

87.3000.35 Aeolian American Piano Co. cash disbursements, February 1941-December 1943

87.3000.36 Aeolian American Piano Co. cash receipts, May 1940-October 1945

87.3000.37 Aeolian American Piano Co. cash receipts, October 1945-May 1952

87.3000.38 Aeolian American Piano Co. factory ledger, 1933-1934

87.3000.39 Aeolian American Piano Co. factory ledger, May 1934-April 1937
[includes general ledger of Foster-Armstrong Co. January-May 1930]

87.3000.40 Aeolian American Piano Co. general ledger, August 1932-March 1940

87.3000.44 Aeolian American Piano Co. register note, August 1932-April 1936

87.3000.45 Aeolian American Piano Co. register note, January 1939-February 1941

87.3000.46 Aeolian American Piano Co. register note, February 1941-September 1948

87.3000.47 Aeolian American Piano Co. register note, October 1948-November 1955

87.3000.48 Chickering, Knabe, Mason & Hamlin advertisement scrapbook, 1953-1955

87.3000.55 AeolianWeber Piano & Pianola Co. corporate minutes, August 1903-June 1913

87.3000.63 American Piano Co. factory accounts, 1928-1933

87.3000.64 American Piano Co. factory accounts, January 1934-January 1945

87.3000.65 American Piano Co. share certificates (blank), undated

87.3000.70 American Piano Co. journal, June 1926-September 1927

87.3000.71 American Piano Co. journal, September 1927-May 1928

87.3000.72 American Piano Co. journal, April 1929-July 1930

87.3000.73 American Piano Co. journal, March 1929-July 1932
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87.3000.74 American Piano Co. journal, June 1929-January 1930

87.3000.75 American Piano Co. journal, February 1930-June 1930

87.3000.76 American Piano Co. journal, March 1929-May 1932

87.3000.77 American Piano Co. journal, April 1929-November 1933

87.3000.78 American Piano Co. journal, June 1929-June 1934

87.3000.79 American Piano Co. cash, November 1935-April 1941

87.3000.80 American Piano Co. cash disbursements, December 1929-June 1932

87.3000.81 American Piano Co. cash disbursements, August 1932-May 1933

87.3000.82 American Piano Co. cash disbursements, July 1932-January 1937

87.3000.83 American Piano Co. cash disbursements (trading div.), June 1933-February 1935

87.3000.84 American Piano Co. cash disbursements (trading div.), March 1935-December 1940

87.3000.85 American Piano Co. cash disbursements, January 1941-March 1947

87.3000.86 American Piano Co. cash receipts, December 1929-August 1931

87.3000.87 American Piano Co. cash receipts, September 1931-April 1940

87.3000.88 American Piano Co. cash receipts (trading div.), August 1932-March 1933

87.3000.89 American Piano Co. cash receipts, April 1933-March 1934

87.3000.90 American Piano Co. cash receipts, April 1934-April 1938

87.3000.91 American Piano Co. cash receipts (trading div.), May 1938-July 1944

87.3000.563 American Piano Co. general ledger, February 1929-May 1930

87.3000.92 American Piano Co. general ledger, July 1934-September 1937

87.3000.93 American Piano Co. general ledger, October 1937-June 1940

87.3000.94 American Piano Co. general ledger, July 1940-March 1943

87.3000.95 American Piano Co. general ledger, April 1943-July 1946

87.3000.96 American Piano Co. sales distribution, August 1927-September 1936

87.3000.97 American Piano Co. corporate minutes, May 1921-June 1930 (dissolution)

87.3000.98 American Piano Co. corporate minutes, July 1930-August 1936

87.3000.99 American Piano Co. note register, November 1929-September 1932

87.3000.100 American Piano Co. note register, May 1936-December 1938
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87.3000.101 American Piano Co. installment contracts, February 1930-June 1930

87.3000.106 American Piano Retail Stores stock certificates (blank), undated

87.3000.107 American Piano Retail Stores corporate minutes, July 1930-September 1932

87.3000.108 Amphion Piano Player Co. payroll account book, April 1921-May 1931

87.3000.109 Amphion Piano Player Co. blueprints, 1927-1929

87.3000.110 Amphion Piano Player Co. factory ledger, 1929-1930

87.3000.111 Amphion Piano Player Co. cash disbursements, January 1926-May 1931

87.3000.115 Ampico Corp. accounts receivables, January 1930-November 1931

87.3000.116 Ampico Corp. blueprints, 1928-1929

87.3000.764 Ampico Corp. notes receivables, November 1931-October 1933

87.3000.765 Ampico Corp. notes receivables, October 1933-September 1935

87.3000.766 Ampico Corp. notes receivables, September 1935-September 1937

87.3000.767 Ampico Corp. recordings inventory ballads, 1-2,999

87.3000.768 Ampico Corp. recordings inventory instrumental, 50,015-55,273

87.3000.769 Ampico Corp. recordings inventory instrumental, 55,295-59,323

87.3000.770 Ampico Corp. recordings inventory instrumental, 65,513-68,253

87.3000.771 Ampico Corp. recordings inventory accompt., 30,001-49,999

87.3000.771 Ampico Corp. recordings inventory spec. word rolls, 90,003-99,999

87.3000.771 Ampico Corp. recordings inventory large rolls, 100,005-199,999

87.3000.772 Ampico Corp. share register, undated

87.3000.153 Chickering & Sons general ledger, January 1934-August 1935

87.3000.154 Chickering & Sons cash disbursement, January 1934-August 1935

87.3000.155 Chickering & Sons stock certificates (blank), undated

87.3000.156 Chickering & Sons share register, undated

87.3000.157 Chickering & Sons correspondence scrapbook, 1934-1935

87.3000.178 Emerson Piano Co. corporate minutes, April 1924-May 1931

87.3000.182 Foster Armstrong Co. cash disbursements, January 1929-June 1930

Foster Armstrong Co. general ledger, May 1933-April 1938
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87.3000.185 Foster Armstrong Mutual Benefit Association minutes, November 1903-November
1908

87.3000.186 Foster Armstrong Co. shipment register, November 1922-June 1924

87.3000.187 Foster Armstrong Co. shipment register 59,831-65,451, December 1925-May 1938

87.3000.188 George Steck Co. shipment register 168,000-180,020, February 1959-August 1964

87.3000.189 George Steck Co. shipment register 180,021-190,500, August 1964-May 1971

87.3000.226 Haines Bros. piano shipment register 73,801-78,796, November 1925-April 1932

87.3000.242 J.C. Fischer piano record 500-11,778, October 1840-December 1866

87.3000.243 J.C. Fischer piano record 15,000-28,315, April 1874-April 1879

87.3000.244 J.C. Fischer piano record 18,255-20,137, April 1904-August 1909

87.3000.245 J.C. Fischer piano register 28,316-55,000, April 1879-October 1883

87.3000.246 J.C. Fischer piano register 55,000-87,820, October 1883-July 1891

87.3000.247 J.C. Fischer piano register 117,389-130,999, November 1901-March 1909

87.3000.248 J.C. Fischer piano register 131,000-142,785, November 1908-May 1918

87.3000.249 J.C. Fischer shipment register, July 1924-July 1942

87.3000.250 J.C. Fischer shipment register 184,901-196,529, February 1948-March 1958

87.3000.251 J.C. Fischer shipment register 196,530-208,520, March 1958-June 1965

87.3000.252 J.C. Fischer shipment register 208,521-218,521, June 1965-October 1975

87.3000.280 Lindeman & Sons Piano co. corporate minutes, April 1924-May 1931

87.3000.282 Marshall-Wendall piano shipment register, November 1925-March 1932

87.3000.411 Mason & Hamlin cash disbursements, January 1934-August 1935

87.3000.412 Mason & Hamlin scrapbook (appreciations from Chicago Grand opera Co. &
Metropolitan Opera House), 1910-1912

87.3000.413 Mason & Hamlin stock certificates (canceled and blank), undated

87.3000.431 Rythmodik Music Corp. share register, 1918-1928

87.3000.482 Wm. Knabe & Co. account inventory, March 1929-June 1930

87.3000.483 Wm. Knabe & Co. cash disbursements, January 1934-August 1935

87.3000.484 Wm. Knabe & Co. factory ledger, April 1927-May 1930

87.3000.773 Wm. Knabe & Co. factory ledger, April 1929-May 1930
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87.3000.549 Wm. Knabe & Co. Brewster Piano shipment register 186,867-191,973, october
1925-April 1933

87.3000.550 Wm. Knabe & Co. stock certificates (blank), undated

87.3000.551 Wm. Knabe & Co. stock register, undated

87.3000.559 Accounts receivables ledger, August 1937-August 1939 [unidentified company]

87.3000.560 Accounts receivables ledger, August 1939-March 1942 [unidentified company]

87.3000.561 Accounts receivables ledger, January 1951-January 1954 [unidentified company]

87.3000.562 Factory ledger, July 1955-October 1956 [unidentified company]

87.3000.564 Record of dealers promissory notes, October 1928-November 1930
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