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Collection Summary

Title:

Creator:

Dates:

Extent:

Abstract:

Language:

Rules:

Anne Weaver Teabeau & Roland B. Scott Jr. Collection on Frederick Douglass

Douglass, Frederick, 1818-1895
Sprague, Rosetta Douglass

Perry, Fredericka Douglass Sprague, 1872-1943
Douglass, Lewis, 1840-1908—Correspondence
Douglass, Joseph H.(Joseph Henry), 1871-1935
Douglass, Charles R., 1844-1920

1847-2014, bulk 1863-1898

0.75 cu ft (2 boxes, 1scrapbook)

This collection consists of the papers of the Frederick Douglass family, collected by Anne Weaver
Teabeau and Roland B. Scott Jr., descendants of Frederick Douglass. The materials date from 1847
to 2014, with the bulk of the materials dated between 1863 and 1898. The papers are comprised of
photographs, newspaper clippings, pamphlets, event programs, film, correspondence, and a
scrapbook.

English

Describing Archives: A Content Standard
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Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition:

This collection was donated to the RMSC Museum & Science Center by Justine Scott in September 2020,
accession # 2020.07.

Custodial History:

Anne Weaver Teabeau was the great-granddaughter of Frederick Douglass. Teabeau's mother was Estelle Sprague
Weaver, granddaughter of Douglass and daughter of Rosetta Sprague Douglass. Teabeau was a custodian of the
Douglass materials. She was reqgularly engaged with the United States National Parks Service to ensure the proper
preservation of Douglass’ personal items. When Anne Weaver Teabeau died in 1992, her estate passed the papers
to her nephew, Roland B. Scott Jr., husband of the donor, Justine Scott.

Preferred Citation:

Anne Weaver Teabeau & Roland B. Scott Collection on Frederick Douglass, [ box#:folder#]. RMSC Museum &
Science Center, Rochester, NY.
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Restrictions

Conditions Governing Use:

Copyright is held by the RMSC Museum & Science Center but may also be held by the authors, or their heirs or
assigns. Researchers must obtain written permission of the copyright holder and the RMSC Museum & Science
Center before transmission, reproduction, publication, or presentation (public display, performance, internet
presentation, etc.) forimages from the collection. Quotations used must be cited as above.

Conditions Governing Access:

Limited access to the newspaper clippings due to condition. Please ask the Archivist for assistance with access to
the newspaper clippings and for an appointment to view the collection.
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Biographical Note

Frederick Douglass (1818-1895)

Born into slavery in Maryland in 1818, Frederick Douglass escaped to freedom in 1838. Throughout the 1840's,
Douglass gave abolitionist lectures throughout the United States and in Europe. In 1847 he moved to Rochester,
New York, where he began publishing the anti-slavery newspaper The North Star. He published several
autobiographies detailing his experience as a slave and his escape to freedom, as well as his thoughts on
abolition. During the Civil War, Douglass advocated for the allowance of black men to enlist in the Union Army,
resulting in the formation of the Massachusetts Fifty-Fourth Regiment. Following the end of the war and the end
of slavery in the United States, Douglass continued to tour the country speaking in favor of civil rights for African
Americans and the women'’s suffrage movement. Douglass moved to Washington, D.C. in 1872, where he held
several governmental positions including U.S. marshal for the District of Columbia and minister and consul
general, Republic of Haiti, and chargé d'affaires, Santo Domingo. Frederick Douglass died in 1895 at the age of 77.

Rosetta Douglass Sprague (1839-1906)

Rosetta, Douglass’ eldest child, was born in Massachusetts the year after her parents’ marriage. Raised in
Rochester, New York, Rosetta became involved in her father’s fight against racial discrimination when the private
school she attended segregated her from its other students. Douglass responded by withdrawing her from the
school and writing about the incident in the North Star. Following her education in Rochester and Oberlin
Academy, Rosetta became a teacher. She married Nathan Sprague in 1863. When the Douglass’' Rochester home
was destroyed by fire in 1867, Rosetta and her young family moved to Washington D.C., where she assisted her
father in his work (following his relocation) and raised seven children. Rosetta’s speech My Mother as | Recall Her,
about her mother Anna Murray Douglass, was published as a pamphlet by her daughter Fredericka in 1900. She
remained a social and racial justice activist all her life and was one of the founding members of the National
Association of Colored Women in 1896. Rosetta died in 1906 at age 67.

Nathan Sprague (1841-1907)

Not much is known about Nathan's early life. Born into slavery in Maryland around 1841, he escaped north and was
working as a gardener in Rochester, New York by the late 1850s. Nathan married Rosetta Douglass in 1863 and,
like his brothers-in-law, enlisted in the b4th Massachusetts Regiment the following year. Following the end of the
Civil War, Nathan worked a range of jobs, eventually moving his family to Washington, D.C. in the 1870s. He and
Rosetta shared seven children. Nathan died in 1907 at age 66.

Fredericka Douglass Sprague Perry (1872-1943)

The daughter of Rosetta and Nathan Sprague, Fredericka was born in Rochester, New York and grew up in

Washington, D.C. She returned to Rochester to attend the Rochester Athenaeum and Mechanics Institute (now

the Rochester Institute of Technology). Fredericka moved to Kansas City, Missouri in 1906, where she taught

home economics for almost a decade. In 1912, she married prominent African American physician John Edward

Perry, founder of Wheatley Provident Hospital, one of the leading hospitals serving the African American

population of Kansas City. Following her marriage, Fredericka left teaching and became heavily involved in her

husband’s hospital’s philanthropic and social outreach efforts. She helped found the Missouri State Association
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of Colored Girls in 1923 and continued social activism work on behalf of African American Missourians for the
remainder of her life. Fredericka died in 1943 at age 71.

Estelle Sprague Weaver (1876-1927)

Born to Rosetta and Nathan Sprague in 1876, Estelle grew up in Maryland and Washington, D.C. Like her mother
and sister, she became a teacher, working at Gloucester High and Industrial School in Cappahosic, Virginia from
18910 1897. Estelle attended the first annual convention of the National League of Colored Women in 1895. In
1897, Estelle married David D. Weaver, with whom she had eight children, including Anne Weaver Teabeau.
Following David’s death in 1913, she taught domestic science at Conroe Normal School and Paul Quinn College in
Waco, Texas from 1916 to 1920. Estelle eventually moved to Missouri to be closer to family, and died in 1927 at age
51.

Lewis H. Douglass (1840-1908)

The Douglass family’s second child and eldest son, Lewis grew up in Rochester, New York and learned the
printer’s trade from his father. During the Civil War, he enlisted in the Fifty-Fourth Massachusetts Infantry
Regiment and rose to the rank of sergeant major. During his service, Lewis participated in the famous July 1863
attack on Fort Wagner, South Carolina. After leaving the army, Lewis worked first as a secretary, thenin the
Government Printing Office. He then worked as the head of editorials for his father’s publication the New National
Era. Towards the end of his life, he joined his brother Charles in the real estate business and also assisted his
fatherin his public engagements. Lewis died in 1908 at the age of 68.

Charles R. Douglass (1844-1920)

Douglass’youngest son, Charles grew up in Rochester, New York. Like his older brother Lewis, Charles enlisted in
the Fifty-Fourth Massachusetts Infantry Regiment during the Civil War. After being discharged in 1864, he moved
to Washington, D.C. to work first at the Freedmen'’s Bureau, then at the Treasury Department. He also worked as
ajournalist for his father’s publication the New National Era. During the 1870s, he held several governmental
posts as a clerk in Santo Domingo. Following his return to the United States, Charles became a real estate
developer and assisted his father in his public engagements. He died in 1920 at the age of 76.

Joseph H. Douglass (1871-1935)

The second child and eldest son of Charles Douglass, Joseph studied violin at the New England Conservatory from
1889-1891. He secured a position teaching violin at Howard University until 1907. After returning to New York, he ran
the Douglass Lyceum Bureau while teaching at David Martin’s Music School Settlement. Upon his return to
Washington, D.C., Joseph became the conductor of the New Republic Theater's orchestrain 1921. He undertook
several national performance tours throughout the 1930s. Joseph died in 1935 at the age of 64.
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Scope & Content

The collection consists of photographs, pamphlets, newspaper clippings, a scrapbook, a film reel, a button,
correspondence, documents, framed portraits, VHS tapes, periodicals, and books. The photographs are of
Frederick Douglass, Charles Douglass, Lewis Douglass, Fredericka Douglass Sprague Perry, Rosetta Douglass
Sprague, Estelle Sprague Weaver and other family members. The photographs are generally from the 1860s to
the early 1900s.

The pamphlets consist of speeches and events related to Frederick Douglass. The pamphlet “Oration of
Frederick Douglass Delivered on the Occasion of the Unveiling of the Freedmen’s Monument” April 4, 1876 has a
letter signed by Booker T. Washington, a letter from Rosetta Douglass Sprague to Booker T. Washington, and a
letter from Frederick Douglass to the editor of the Washington Post. A signed copy of “My Mother as | Recall Her”
is also included in the pamphlets. The pamphlets are dated between 1847 and 1895.

Some notable documents include Lewis Douglass’ discharge papers from the Civil War, a life insurance
certificate for Frederick Douglass, copies of letters from Frederick Douglass to Nathan Sprague, pamphlets on
Cedar Hill, the Frederick Douglass stamp, and postmarked and addressed envelopes of correspondence to and
from Frederick Douglass.

The filmis from the dedication of the Frederick Douglass Memorial Bridge on South Capitol Streetin
Washington, D.C. in 1965. The collection also includes one issue of LIFE Magazine and five issues of Ebony.
The dates of the periodicals run from 1963 to 1975.

The books included in the collection consist of African American history, Frederick Douglass, and books used by
the Douglass family. Some books of note are The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass(1893), signed by
Frederick Douglass, the Frederick Douglass Papers(1979), signed by the author, John Blassingame, and the
History of Greek Art (1896) used by Rosetta Douglass Sprague. The books have been placed in the Special
Collection and Rare Books section of the library.

The framed portraits in the collection consist of Frederick Douglass, Rosetta Douglass Sprague, Abraham
Lincoln, and Fredericka Douglass Sprague Perry.
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Arrangement

The Archivist maintained the original order of the collection. It was arranged by format and/or person.

Related Materials

Frederick Douglass Papers. Rochester Museum & Science Center, Rochester, NY.

Ellwanger and Selden Family Papers. Rochester Museum & Science Center, Rochester, NY.

Howard W. Coles Collection. Rochester Museum & Science Center, Rochester, NY.

Frederick Douglass Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. (Addition I).

Frederick Douglass Papers, A.D74, Rare Books, Special Collections, and Preservation, River Campus

Libraries, University of Rochester, Rochester, NY.

Separated Materials

Books

Title Author Date

In Memory: My Bondage and My Freedom Frederick Douglass 1855
Poetical Tributes to the Memory of Abraham Lincoln 1865

Life and Times of Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass 1882
Frederick Douglass the Orator James Gregory 1893

Life and Times of Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass 1893 (signed)
The History of Greek Art F. Tarbell 1896

The Library of Oratory Chauncey Depew 1902
Eminent Negro Men and Women John Edward Bruce 1910

The Autobiography of an Ex-Coloured Man James Weldon Johnson 1937

Up From Slavery Booker T. Washington 1937

Forty Cords of Wood J. Edward Perry 1947 (signed)
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Dark Companion Bradley Robinson 1948
Frederick Douglass Benjamin Quarles 1948
A Negro in the Civil War Benjamin Quarles 1953
Life and Times of Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass 1963
A Pictorial History of the Negro in America Langston Hughes & Milton Meltzer  [1963
Frederick Douglass - Biography Philip Foner 1964

Worth Fighting For

Agnes McCarthy 1965 (two copies)

The Negro in the American Revolution

Aptheker, Herbert
1940

The Slave Community: Plantation Life in the Antebellum
South

John Blassingame 1972 (signed)

Black Presence in the Era of the American Revolution Sidney Kaplan 1973
1770-1800
The Wolf by the Ears John Chester Miller 1977

Frederick Douglass Papers

John Blassingame 1979 (signed)

Gallery of Harlem Portraits Melvin Tolson 1979
The Freedom Seekers Daniel G. Hill 1981
Anna J. Cooper: A Voice from the South Louise D. Hutchinson 1981
Prince Hall Life and Legacy Charles Wesley 1983 (signed)
Talk That Talk: An Anthology of African-American Goss & Barnes 1989
Storytelling

A Negro in the Civil War Benjamin Quarles 1989
The Content of Our Character Shelby Steele 1990
Frederick Douglass William S. McFeely 1991
The Promised Land Nicholas Lemann 1991
Liberators L. Potter 1992
Native Stranger Eddy L. Harris 1992
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Frederick Douglass and the Fight for Freedom Douglas T. Miller 1993
Portrait of a Black Independent Dickson Bruce 1993
Under Fire with the Tenth U.S. Cavalry Herschel V. Cashin 1993
W.E.B. DuBois David Lewis 1993
Frederick Douglass Benjamin Quarels 1994
The Trouble They Seen Dorothy Sterling 1994
A Brave Black Regiment Luis F. Emilio 1995
Frederick Douglass in His Own Words Milton Meltzer 1995
Hidden Witness Jackie Napolean Wilson 1995
The Free Negro in North Carolina 1790-1860 John Hope Franklin 1995
The Civil War in Apacheland George 0. Hand 1996
A Negro in the American Revolution Benjamin Quarles 1996
African American Art: The Long Struggle Crystal A. Britton 1996
Like Judgement Day Michael D'Orso 1996
Black Jacks W. Jeffery Bolster 1997
We are Your Sisters Dorothy Sterling 1997
Black Conquistador |. Mac Perry 1998
To Keep the Waters Troubled Linda McMurry 1998
Always in Pursuit Stanley Crouch 1998
Love Across Colored Lines Maria Diedrich 1999
One Drop of Blood Scott Malcomson 2000
The Road to Victory David P. Colley 2000
efferson’s Pillow Roger Wilkins 2001
American Patriots Gail Buckley 2001
The Bondwoman'’s Narrative Hannah Crafts 2002
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Introduction to African American Photographs Ross J. Kelbaugh 2005
Rough Crossings: Britain the Slaves and the American Simon Schama 2006
Revolution
Douglass and Lincoln Paul Kendrick & Stephen Kendrick  [2008
African Americans Henry Louis Gates 2013
Picturing Frederick Douglass John Stauffer 2015
Self Made Men Frederick Douglass 2015
Serials

Title Dates

LIFE November 22, 1968

Ebony September 1963; May 1968; August 1969; August 1973; August 1975.
VHS

Title Date

Presenting Mr. Frederick Douglass: “The Lesson of the Hour” 1994

Frederick Douglass: When the Lion Wrote History 1994

3-Dimensional Objects

Frederick Douglass, framed pencil drawing

Rosetta Douglass Sprague, framed portrait
Abraham Lincoln, framed portrait

Fredericka Douglass Sprague Perry, framed portrait

Processing Information

The original order of the collection was maintained. The folder titles were transposed from the envelope titles
originally created by the collector. All metal fasteners were removed and papers were removed from original
plastic envelopes.

Teabeau & Scott collection on Frederick Douglass, 12



Subject Headings

Douglass, Frederick, 1818-1895

Douglass, Frederick, 1818-1895—Correspondence
Douglass, Frederick, 1818-1895—Family
Douglass, Frederick, 1818-1895—0ratory
Douglass, Lewis, 1840-1908—Correspondence
Douglass, Joseph H.(Joseph Henry), 1871-1935
Douglass, Charles R., 1844-1920

Sprague, Rosetta Douglass

Sprague, Rosetta Douglass—Correspondence
Perry, Fredericka Douglass Sprague, 1872-1943
Washington, Booker T., 1856-1915—Correspondence
African American orators

Orators

Abolitionists

African American abolitionists

Frederick Douglass Memorial Home
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Container List

Box Folder Title, Dates

1 1-2 Anacostia, D.C., 1922-1974

1 3-4 Frederick Douglass miscellaneous photographs, 1878-1940
1 5 Lewis Douglass, 1862-1864

1 6 Charles Douglass, c. 1880

1 7 Envelopes, 1873-1895

1 8 Letters to U.S. Archives, 1874-1891, 1872-1975

1 9-10 Nathan Sprague, 1864-1958, 2001

2 11-12 Miscellaneous pamphlets, 1847-1970

2 13 “Lessons of the Hour” pamphlet, 1894

2 14 The Aframerican Woman's Journal, Summer 1993

2 15 Frederick Douglass Papers publication program, 1979

2 16 “A Concise History of the Civil War” pamphlet, 1961

2 17 Photographs of David D. Weaver and Estelle Weaver, c. 1890-1900
2 18-19 Frederick Douglass U.S. postage stamp, 1967

2 20 Frederick Douglass Memorial Bridge (D.C.) dedication film, 1965
2 21 U.S. postage stamp commemoration button, 1971

2 22 Rosetta Douglass Sprague, undated

2 23-24 Miscellaneous photographs, c. 1870-1975

2 25 Death announcement, February 1895

2 26-27 Miscellaneous printed materials, 1873-2014

3 Newspaper clippings scrapbook, c. 1920-1999
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