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Collection Summary

Title: Carfi family papers

Creator: Carfi, Carl

Dates: 1893-1974, bulk 1913-1967

Extent: 0.5 cubic feet (1 document box, 20 folders, 3 item boxes)

Language: English & Italian

Rules: Describing Archives: A Content Standard

Abstract: This collection consists of the papers andmaterials related to Giacomo “Carl” Carfi, who
immigrated to Rochester, New York from Italy in 1913. Thematerials span Carfi’s lifetime, 1895 to
1974, with family materials both within that date range and as early as 1893. The collection contains
materials such as Carfi’s immigration papers, certificates, and draft documents. In addition to the
materials directly related to Carl Carfi, there are materials related to his brother John and his
marriage, as well as larger objects such as amap of Sicily and framed portraits of Carl and John
Carfi’s parents.
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Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition:

This collection was donated to the RMSC Museum& Science Center by Mrs. Nina Cosmas on June 26, 1986,
accession # 86.180.

Custodial History:

Carl Carfi’s niece, Ms. Nina Cosmas donated thesematerials to the RMSC Museum& Science Center in 1986. Ms.
Cosmas was the daughter of Carl’s brother John Carfi and his wife, Caroline Carfi, nee Barone.

Preferred Citation:

Carfi family papers, [box#:folder#]. RMSC Museum& Science Center, Rochester, NY.
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Restrictions

Conditions Governing Use:

Copyright is held by the RMSC Museum& Science Center but may also be held by the authors, or their heirs or
assigns. Researchers must obtain written permission of the copyright holder and the RMSC Museum& Science
Center before transmission, reproduction, publication, or presentation (public display, performance, internet
presentation, etc.) for images from the collection. Quotations usedmust be cited as above.

Conditions Governing Access:

There are no restrictions regarding access to or use of this collection. Please contact the Archivist at 585.697.1947
to make an appointment.
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Biographical Note

Giacomo (Carl) Carfi was born in 1895 in Valledolmo, Italy, and was the youngest of the three Carfi brothers that
came from Italy and settled in Rochester, New York. Carl Carfi’s older brothers John and Nicholas came to
Rochester around 1906 and 1908 respectively, according to the City of Rochester directories for those years.

Carl immigrated to the United States in 1913 and joined his brothers in Rochester, working as a carpenter and an
auto repairman. In 1921, the three brothers went into business together and opened the Carfi Brothers Music store.
Eventually, the brothers had three stores in the city, but they changed the stores frommusic stores to general
stores in 1935. The last of the three stores, located on North Clinton Avenue, went out of business in 1959.

From 1913 to 1916, Carl took English courses at both the No. 18 Evening School and the Central Evening School No.
5, and received induction orders from both the United States military and the Italian military duringWorldWar I.
However, Carl did not have to serve, as the Armistice was signed before he had to report for duty. After the war,
Carl took classes to prepare for naturalization and completed them successfully in 1922, though his certificate
was lost and he did not receive an official naturalization certificate until 1967.

In 1936, Carl became employed by the City of Rochester as an account clerk and later a Senior Account Clerk in the
Department of Public Works. He remained in the employ of the City until his retirement in 1965. In addition to his
work for the City, Carl was also a member of the Order of the Alhambra, a Catholic fraternal order. During his
lifetime, Carl also did press work for Il Corriere Italiano Publishing Company and assisted in the housing survey
conducted by the City in order to ascertain living conditions in the so-called “blighted areas” of Rochester. Carl
passed away on October 2, 1974 and is buried in Holy Sepulcher Cemetery in Rochester, New York.
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Scope & Content
This collection spans the lifetime of Carl Carfi, with documents dated from 1895 to 1974. There are outlier
documents related to his brother John, whose daughter donated the collection to the RMSC. The bulk of materials
date from 1913 to 1930, and focus on Carl’s immigration to the United States and his path to citizenship. The
materials are comprised of correspondence, photographs, certificates, cards, official documents relating to
immigration and themilitary draft, and newspaper clippings. There are also papers entitled “family genealogy” that
have a record of Carl’s immediate family both from Italy and the United States.

The collection contains many pieces of information detailing the processes Carl went through in order to gain
United States citizenship, including instructions on how to prepare for his citizenship exams and certificates
demonstrating his successful completion of naturalization courses. These illustrate the process that immigrants
had to go through in order to become fully naturalized citizens, and the work that was required of them.

One of the unique documents in this collection is a telegram granting Carl the authorization to visit his brother
Francesco at a prisoner of war camp in Crossville, Tennessee. Francesco was a Captain in the Italian Army during
WorldWar II and Carl was granted permission to visit him on July 24, 1943.
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Arrangement
This collection consists of one document box divided into 20 folders and three small boxes.

Separated Materials
In addition to these papers, the collection contains three-dimensional objects that have been separated from the
paper materials and can be located in the History Department of the RMSC. These objects include a statue of St.
Cologero Eremita brought to the United States by Jospehine Barine, a bedding set made by Jospehine for the
marriage of her daughter Caroline Barone to John Carfi, socks made by Antonia Carfi (Carl’s mother) for his trip to
America, and glasses belonging to Antonia Carfi.

Subject Headings
- Emigration and immigration
- Italian American families
- Ellis Island (N.J. and N.Y.)
- New York (State)--Rochester
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Container List

Box Folder Title, Dates

1 1 Family genealogy papers, c. 1901

1 2 Funerary materials, c. 1928

1 3 Personal correspondence, 1928

1 4 Carl Carfi’s birth certificate, 1895

1 5 Passport, undated

1 6 Immigration documents, 1913

1 7 Image of St. Mary, Saint of the Navigators, undated

1 8 Certificate of naturalization, 1967

1 9 Photographs, 1913-1914, 1936

1 10 Military documents, 1917-1918, 1942

1 11 Postcards and photograph, 1916-1926

1 12 Western Union telegram, 1943

1 13 Professional correspondence, 1963-1964

1 14 Certificates and cards, 1922, 1965, 1970

1 15 Education certificates, 1913-1922

1 16 Souvenir books, 1882, c. 1911

1 17 Newspaper clippings, c. 1950s, 1974

1 18 John and Caroline Carfi: Weddingmemorabilia, 1916

1 19 John Carfi: Newspaper clipping, 1919

1 20 Marriage certificate, 1893

1 21 (Box 1) Portraits of Carl’s parents, in frame, undated

1 22 (Box 2) Map of Sicily, in frame, undated

1 23 (Box 3) City of Rochester employee ID button, undated
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Appendix A: Legacy Finding Aid
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