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Collection Summary

Title: Ellwanger and Selden family papers

Creator: Johnson, Diana Atwood

Dates: 1778-2016, bulk 1830-1911

Extent: 3.25 cu. ft. (4 boxes, 35 bound volumes, 1 film reel, 1 metal plate)

Abstract: This collection consists of the papers of the Rochester, New York based Ellwanger (horticulture)
and Selden (politics) families. Thematerials date between 1778 and 2016, with the bulk of the
materials between 1830 and 1911. This collection contains clippings, correspondence, diaries,
ephemera, ledgers, photos, rare books, sketches, wills, and writings.

Language: English

Rules: Describing Archives: A Content Standard
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Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition:

This collection was donated by Jeanette Dostie from the estate of Diana Atwood Johnson in December 2018 to the
RMSC Museum& Science Center, Rochester, New York, Acc # 2018.23.

Custodial History:

Diana Atwood Johnson inherited or obtained personally the items contained herein. She donated them to the
RMSC Museum& Science Center upon her death.

Preferred Citation:

Ellwanger and Selden family papers, [box#:folder#]. RMSC Museum& Science Center, Rochester, NY.

Ellwanger & Selden family papers, 3



Restrictions

Conditions Governing Use:

Copyright is held by the RMSC Museum& Science Center but may also be held by the authors, or their heirs or
assigns. Researchers must obtain written permission of the copyright holder and the RMSC Museum& Science
Center before transmission, reproduction, publication, or presentation (public display, performance, internet
presentation, etc.) for images from the collection. Quotations usedmust be cited as above.

Conditions Governing Access:

There are no restrictions regarding access to or use of this collection, however there are several fragile bound
volumes in the collection to which access may be restricted due to condition. Please contact the Archivist for
access to the bound volumes.
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Biographical Note

The Ellwangers and the Seldens were influential families in Rochester, New York during themid-nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. Creator Diana Atwood Johnson was a descendant of both the Ellwangers and the
Seldens. The daughter of Henry R. Selden and Laura Anne Baldwin Selden, also named Laura Selden, marriedW. D.
Ellwanger on May 10, 1877. Diana Atwood Johnson kept a record of her genealogy andmaintained the various items
of this collection until her death in 2018

Ellwanger Family
George Ellwanger is often credited for Rochester being given the appellation “the Flower City” because of his work
in horticulture. A German immigrant, in 1840 he started the Mount Hope Nursery with business partner Patrick
Barry, also known as Ellwanger & Barry, a tree nursery business. He was largely responsible for the many flower
and fruit trees in Highland Park. The first American use of a Christmas tree is also attributed to George Ellwanger.
He was buried in Mount Hope Cemetery in 1906.

William Delancey (W.D.) Ellwanger was born September 27, 1854 to George and Cornelia Ellwanger. He graduated
from Yale with a Bachelor of Arts in 1876. W.D. attended the Albany Law School from 1879-1880. He was admitted to
the New York Bar in June 1880. He was a prolific writer. He wrote many poems, including one upon the
assassination of President William McKinley (“The President! Always”), and published several books, including A
Summer Snowflake. He also was a known collector of Oriental rugs and wrote a book on the topic and had several of
his rugs on display at the Memorial Art Gallery.

Laura Henrietta Selden Ellwanger was born in 1865. She was the daughter of Henry R. Selden and Laura Anne
Baldwin Selden. Her brother was George Selden. She was amember of the Rochester Historical Society,
Convalescent Hospital for Children, Rochester Female Charitable Society, Rochester Garden Club, Genesee Valley
Club, the Century Club, and the Rochester Rose Society. Laura andW.D. Ellwanger were married on May 10, 1877
and they had one child, Evelyn Ellwanger Field. Laura died on September 1, 1948.

Evelyn S. Ellwanger Field was born to Laura andW.D. Ellwanger on June 5, 1895. Evelyn married Kenneth H. Field
on January 22, 1915. Evelyn was a young socialite who traveled in her youth. Shemarried Kenneth Field in 1915. She
was involved in the Rochester arts community, including work with the Rochester Community Players. She was a
member of the Chatterbox Club and the Rochester Garden Club. She also sketched and kept several accounts of
local sports teams.

Selden Family
Henry Selden settled in Rochester in the early 1840s. In 1845 he assisted Henry O’Rielly with the organization of
telegraph lines and soon afterward they formed the New York & Mississippi Valley Printing Telegraph Company
(which, in turn, started theWestern Union Telegraph Company. By the 1850s, Selden had achieved statewide
prominence. He served as State Reporter for the New York State Court of Appeals during the early years of the
decade. As an abolitionist, he participated in the establishment of the New York State Republican party in 1856.
The same year, he ran for and became New York State’s first Republican Lieutenant Governor. He held this position
for two years (1857-1858) before moving back to Clarkson in 1859. In 1872, after being involved in the Republican
National Convention, Selden withdrew from political life and returned to his law practice, where he worked until his
retirement. His most celebrated case during this decade was his defense of Susan B. Anthony when she was
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arrested for voting in the 1872 national election1. Henry Selden died in 1885, at which time he was buried in Mount
Hope Cemetery. His wife was Laura Baldwin Selden.

Laura Anne Baldwin Selden was born in 1816 to Abel and Laura Baldwin of Clarkson, NY. Laura upheld a great deal of
correspondence with her husband. She served as the assistant treasurer to the City Hospital Charitable Society.
She and Henry R. had a total of eleven children. She died in October 1902.

Henry R. Selden’s son, George B. Selden, developed a new form of combustion motor for the automobile and owned
the patent for it, the first patent for an automobile in the United States. The Selden Motor Vehicle Company was
produced in Rochester from 1909 - 1913. Upon his death in 1922, George B. Selden was buried in Mount Hope
Cemetery.

1 “Henry R. Selden,”Western New York Suffragists: Winning the Vote, Rochester Regional Library Council, accessed October 25,
2019, https://rrlc.org/winningthevote/biographies/henry-r-selden/.

Ellwanger & Selden family papers, 6



Scope & Content
This collection contains clippings, correspondence, diaries, ephemera, family papers, genealogical papers,
ledgers, legal papers, obituaries, organic material, personal miscellany, photos, rare books, sketches, wills, and
writings.

Personal and published writings byW. D. Ellwanger include annotatedmaterials and clippings of his works.

The journals of Evelyn Ellwanger provide insight to daily life in the early twentieth century for a young woman of
society, including travels abroad. This includes papers regardingWhite Star Lines with an ad for the Titanic.

Personal and professional writings by Henry R. Selden provide a glimpse into the life of a nineteenth century lawyer
and politician. This includes a great deal of correspondence with his wife, Laura, as well as several legal papers
regarding stocks in various companies. This collection includes a letter written by Frederick Douglass to H. R.
Selden and a letter Henry R. Selden wrote to Charles B. Sedgwick regarding the “unjust” conviction of Susan B.
Anthony. Also included is correspondence with Henry O’Rielly and signature from Hiram Sibley.

There is limited firsthand information from George B. Selden, however there are clippings regarding his
patent/automobile company.

This includes a copy of a letter from a Selden ancestor written at Valley Forge, as well as a letter from Frederick
Douglass Jr. from Vicksburg.

Some items from the late twentieth/early twenty-first century include print-offs of websites and receipts for
special-orderedmaterial (e.g. reprints of books). Many of these are genealogical papers.

Although themajority of this collection is in English, there is a book of music entirely in German, as well as some
other items in Dutch, French, and German.

This collection contains offensive material, including but not limited to anti-Semitic materials. Thesematerials do
not reflect the views of the RMSC Museum& Science Center.

Ellwanger & Selden family papers, 7



Arrangement
Creator Diana Atwood Johnson placed items in alphabetical order, as well as indicated dates of items within the
collection. This original order wasmaintained. This collection was intellectually divided into three series:

Series I: Ellwanger Family papers, 1863-2016
Series II: Selden Family papers, 1778-2011
Series III: Bound volumes, 1883-1909

Related Materials
Selden, Clara Sayre. Family Sketches. Self-published, 1939.

The book Family Sketches by Clara Sayre Selden is in the Schuyler C. Townson Research Library collection (S929.2).
A volume from 1939, it was printed “with the generosity of Laura Ellwanger Selden.” It includes a note written in the
front by Henry R. Selden. It is largely a genealogical account of the Selden family dating back to 1775 with some
more detailed information about some of the individuals in this collection.

Separated Materials
Thesematerials were removed from the collection and integrated into the library:

Burnett, Frances Hodges. The Secret Garden. New York: Frederick A. Stokes Company, 1911.[American 1st edition.]

Centennial History of Rochester, NY, vol., 1 Beginnings. Compiled by Edward Foreman. Rochester, NY: Rochester
Public Library, 1931.

Ellwanger, George H. The Garden’s Story. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1889.

Ellwanger, George H. The Garden’s Story. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1889.

Ellwanger, George H. Idyllists of the Country Side. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1896.

Ellwanger, George H. Idyllists of the Country Side. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1896. [#34 of 60 copies were
printed on Japanese paper. Also, includes a hand-written note to Albert W. Lillenthal from George
Ellwanger thanking him for the tobacco.]

Ellwanger, George H. In Gold and Silver. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1892.

Ellwanger, George H. In Gold and Silver. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1892.

Ellwanger, George H. Love’s Old Sweet Song. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1903.

Ellwanger, George H. The Story of My House. London: G. Bell & Sons, 1892.

Ellwanger, H.B. The Rose. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1882.

Ellwanger, H.B. The Rose. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1882.

Ellwanger, H.B. The Rose. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1889.

Ellwanger & Selden family papers, 8



Ellwanger, H.B. The Rose. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1892.

Ellwanger, W.D. The Oriental Rug. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1903.

Ellwanger, W.D. Razzle Dazzle Rhymes for St. Valentine’s Day. Rochester, NY: Self-published, 1889. [Signed by the
author to A. Erickson Perkins]

Ellwanger, W.D. A Snuff-box Full of Trees. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1909.

Ellwanger, W.D. A Summer Snowflake. New York: Doubleday Page & Co., 1902.

Processing Information
Items were placed in acid-free folders and sleeves. Some folders were thinned out. Staples and other metal
fasteners were removed. Zip-top bags were removed and replaced with acid-free sleeves. A reel of nitrate film was
removed from the collection, to themedia vault for its protection.

Subject Headings
Anthony, Lucy Elmina
Business correspondence
Clinton League for Promoting the Completion of the Canal System
Community life--New York (State)--Rochester.
Diaries
Douglass, Frederick, 1818-1895
Ellwanger & Barry
Ellwanger, George H. (George Herman), 1848 - 1906
Ellwanger, George, H. B. (Henry Brooks), 1851 - 1883
Ellwanger, W. D., 1855 - 1913
Family histories
Field, Laura S. Ellwanger
Lieutenant governors' spouses
Lieutenant governors--United States
Mackenzie, Morell, 1837-1892
Mount Hope Garden and Nurseries
New York (State)--Rochester --Social life and customs
O'Rielly, Henry, 1806-1886
Personal correspondence
Poetry
Rugs, Oriental.
Selden, George, 1929-1989
Selden, George Baldwin, 1846-1922
Selden, H. M. (Henry M.)
Selden, Henry R. (Henry Rogers), 1805-1885
Selden, Laura
Stocks
Telegraph
United States-History -Civil War, 1861 - 1865
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United States--New York (State)--Rochester
Women--New York (State)--Rochester--Social conditions.
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Container List
Series I: Ellwanger Family Papers, 1863-2016
Extent: 7 boxes.
Series Scope & Content:
Includes pamphlet for White Star Lines including advertisement for Titanic (Box 3, folder 10).
This series contains offensive material including but not limited to anti-Semitic materials. Thesematerials do not
reflect the views of the RMSC Museum& Science Center.

Box Folder Title, Dates

1 1 Ellwanger & Barry, 1906 - 2016

1 2 Ellwanger, Florence Brooks, 1904 - 1948

1 3-4 Ellwanger, George (Second Great-Grandfather), 1893 – 1995

1 5 Ellwanger, George H., 2009

1 6 Ellwanger, Helen, 2005 - 2016

1 7-8 Ellwanger, Laura S. (Great Grandmother), 1875 - 1948

1 9 Ellwanger, Laura S., undated

1 10-11 Ellwanger, W.D. Great Grandfather, 1983-1985

1 12 Ellwanger, W.D., & Laura, & Evelyn, c.1895-1905

1 13 Exhibition of Oriental Rugs, 1912-1913

1 14-15 Field, Evelyn S. Ellwanger, 1918-2007

2 1 Field, Evelyn S. Ellwanger, 1918-2007

2 2 “A German Comic Paper” (Fliegende Blatter), 1894

2 3 Otis, Laura, c. 1900

2 4 “Old Oriental Masters”, 1891

3 4-5 Ellwanger, Evelyn journal p. 74-91, August 1909

3 6-15 Ellwanger, W.D. red scrapbook, 1877-1879, 1895,1910

4 1-2 Ellwanger, W.D. red scrapbook, 1877-1879, 1895,1910

4 3 Blue notebook, loose items, 1896-c. 2010

Ellwanger & Selden family papers, 11



4 4 Blue notebook, undated

4 5 Ellwanger, Evelyn journal p. 1-25, August 1909

4 6-8 Ellwanger, Evelyn journal p.26-49, August 1909

4 9-10 Ellwanger, Evelyn journal p. 50-73, August 1909 [actual dates to 1910]

5 1 Music book of H.B. Ellwanger, 1863 [music with annotations]

5 2 Ellwanger, Evelyn journal, undated

5 3 Ellwanger, W.D. Yale scrapbook, 1871-1876

Series II: Selden Family Papers, 1778-2011
Extent: 3 boxes.
Series Scope & Content:
Contains a letter written by Frederick Douglass (Box 2, folder 17).
Includes correspondence with Henry O’Rielly (Box 2, folders 12, 13, 14, 16, 17)
Includes signatures from Hiram Sibley (Box 2, folder 15).
Includes a copy of a letter from a Selden ancestor written at Valley Forge (Box 2, folder 7).
Includes a letter written by Henry R. Selden to Charles B. Sedgwick on the conviction of Susan B. Anthony (Box 3,
folder 2).

Box Folder Title, Dates

2 5 Selden, Arthur Rogers 2nd Great-Uncle,1917–1967

2 6 Selden, Calvin genealogy, 1877

2 7 Selden, Ezra, 1778–1782

2 8 Selden, George, 2011

2 9 Selden, George B., 1888–1976

2 10 Selden, Henry M.,1886–1887
[actual dates to 1894]

2 11-12 Selden, Henry R., 1830-1856

2 13-14 Selden, Henry R., 1838–1884

2 15-16 Selden, Henry R., 1843–1883, 1956

2 17 Selden, Henry R., 1860-1867
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3 1 Selden, Henry R., 1867 [actual dates include 1866]

3 2 Selden, Henry R., 1873-1887

3 3 Selden, Henry R., 1824-1944 [actual dates to 1943]

Series III: Bound volumes, 1883-1909
Extent: 2 boxes
Series Scope & Content:
This series contains many fragile items including scrapbooks and rare books. A Summer Snowflake and Oriental
Rugs scrapbooks include newspaper clippings of reviews of the books.
This collection contains offensive material, including but not limited to anti-Semitic materials. Thesematerials do
not reflect the views of the RMSC Museum& Science Center..

Box Folder Title, dates

6 “My Trip Abroad” Evelyn Ellwanger, May 22, 1909

6 “My Ocean Trip” Evelyn Ellwanger 1909

6 A Line a Day Diary Evelyn Ellwanger 1912

6 Red Notebook – clippings, handwritten poems, and annotations byW. D.
Ellwanger

6 Book of Monographs* Evelyn S. Ellwanger
*actually monograms

6 My Trip Abroad – May 1st - July, 1911 Evelyn Ellwanger

6 Laura Selden notebook, 1883

6 Selden patent, metal plate, 1895

7 A Summer Snowflake scrapbook

7 The Oriental Rug scrapbook
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