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Collection Summary

Title: Genesee Valley Hiking Club records

Creator: Genesee Valley Hiking Club

Dates: 1926-1999

Extent: 7.5 cubic feet (10 boxes)

Language: English

Rules: Describing Archives: A Content Standard

Abstract: This collection consists of the records created by the Genesee Valley Hiking Club, a Rochester, New
York based volunteer organization focused on leading regional hikes. The records date from 1926 to
1999. Thematerials are comprised of founding organizational documents, meeting minutes,
correspondence, hiking reports and schedules, and scrapbooks.
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Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition:

This collection was donated to the RMSC Museum& Science Center byWilliam Nyhoff, President of the Genesee
Valley Hiking Club on February 29, 2000, accession # 2000.64.

Custodial History:

The records were created and assembled by the Genesee Valley Hiking Club during the day-to-day operations of
the club.

Preferred Citation:

Genesee Valley Hiking Club records, [box#:folder#]. RMSC Museum& Science Center, Rochester, NY.
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Restrictions

Conditions Governing Use:

Copyright is held by the RMSC Museum& Science Center but may also be held by the authors, or their heirs or
assigns. Researchers must obtain written permission of the copyright holder and the RMSC Museum& Science
Center before transmission, reproduction, publication, or presentation (public display, performance, internet
presentation, etc.) for images from the collection. Quotations usedmust be cited as above.

Conditions Governing Access:

There are no restrictions regarding access to or use of this collection. Please contact the Librarian for an
appointment at 585.697.1947.
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Administrative History
The organization that would become the Genesee Valley Hiking Club was established during a meeting on January
20, 1926 at the Rochester Museum of Arts and Sciences as the Rochester Chapter of the Adirondack Mountain
Club. Approximately 75 persons attended the first meeting, 29 of whom becamemembers of the club. The Club,
which was conceived by Landis Shaw Smith and Arthur Parker for the purpose of promoting hiking and exploration
of the outdoors, scheduled its first organized hike for January 24, 1926. By-laws, membership rules, and
committees were soon established in accordance with the Adirondack Mountain Club policies. For reasons
unclear, but possibly related to member objections to Adirondack Mountain Club administrative policies and fees,
at a meeting held on January 3, 1928 themembership voted to disband the Chapter. The group officially reformed
as the Genesee Valley Hiking Club on March 8, 1928 and elected officers and Committee Chairmen.

To become amember of the GVHC, individuals were required to attend several hikes as a guest and then be
approved by a vote of the membership. Dues in the club were kept low tomakemembership affordable to young
families and children participated often in club events, as evidenced in photo documentation in the scrapbooks
and albums. Although the club membership has always beenmixed gender, with roughly equal participation by
men and women, there have been several attempts to organize a schedule of men-only hikes. These efforts were
short lived due to lack of sustained interest.

Undaunted by rain, snow, and freezing temperatures, since the club’s inception, members havemet nearly every
weekend for scheduled hikes in Rochester and adjacent areas, typically hiking for several hours or an entire day.
Over the years the club has covered several times over much of Central andWestern New York, and parts of
Pennsylvania and Canada. Overnight camping trips were not uncommon, and activities would sometimes include
canoeing, kayaking, swimming, or skiing in addition to hiking. Although always an active club, GVHC attendance
dropped in the years surroundingWorldWar II, prompting the club to scale back the number of hikes to every other
week. After the war, hike attendance rebounded andmembership expanded as did the scope of the clubs’
activities. The 1000th hike was celebrated in 1952 with a trip to Skoki Lodge in Canada’s Banff National Park, the
first of a series of extended summer outings that took the club to destinations such as Colorado, the Austrian Alps,
and Hawaii. On early trips to Canada the group often frugally traveled by colonist car, unadorned train cars that had
once been used to transport immigrants to Canada and came complete with cooking facilities.

The GVHC has always been a very social group, to the occasional dismay of thosemembers who would prefer to
focus on hiking alone. Many ended with an informal social gathering (coffee and cards), and organized events such
as corn roasts and the annual banquet, complete with entertainment in the form of skits and group sing-alongs,
played an important role in club culture. For somemembers of the group the social interaction paid off long-term:
no fewer than ten interclub marriages occurred in the decades of the 1930s and 1940s. As club lore would have it,
this spate of marriages prompted onemale club member to dub the club the “Genesee Valley Hitching Club” and to
resign his membership because he was not yet ready for marriage.

Arthur Parker, Director of the Rochester Museum from 1924 to 1946, was an organizing member of the club and a
very active participant. In part because of Dr. Parker’s influence participation in themuseum’s Hobby Council and
held many of its general meetings at the museum. Many other club members were employees of Kodak, which may
account in part for the extensive photo documentation of hikes and social functions found in the scrapbooks. The
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presence of Kodak engineers in the membership may have prompted the early adaptation of color photography in
the club and possibly the use of experimental films.

GVHC hikers were keen observers of nature, often recording in hike reports and photography of the flora and fauna
encountered on hikes, as well as trail conditions. Since the club visited many hike locations onmultiple occasions
over a period of years, hike reports serve as ongoing documentation of the development of Rochester’s rural areas
and as an informal record of the natural history of the area. Interestingly, in an article published in 1951 on the 25th
anniversary of the club, Arthur Parker suggests that in times of need themembers, because of their survival skills
and intimate knowledge of the land, might be called upon to assist their community in enduring the outdoors. Many
club members were active in conservation and trail development, and the club maintains associations with Finger
Lakes Trail Conference and the Bergen Swamp Society.

The GVHC continues to meet and to hike every weekend. As of 2004membership numberedmore than 170 and as a
group the club had complete more than 4,500 hikes
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Scope & Content
This collection consists of the records created by the Genesee Valley Hiking Club, a Rochester, New York based
volunteer organization focused on leading regional hikes. The records date from 1926 to 1999. Thematerials
consist of founding organizational documents, meeting minutes, correspondence, hike reports, hiking schedules,
and scrapbooks.

The strength of the collection is in the completeness of its documentation, in both photographs and reports, of
club administrative activities, hikes, and events. Missing from the collection is moving picture documentation.
Club announcements frequently mention movie screenings of hiking footage from trips. Surrogates three of these
films are included with the collection in VHS format, and the club retains the original film reels. All other movie film
is unaccounted for, although presumably some is in the hands of club members.

Themeeting minutes document club business conducted at meetings, including election of officers and
committees, approval of members, votes of members on club policies, and reports of committees and individual
officers.

The correspondence includes letters to and from organizations or individuals affiliated with or doing business with
the club and copies of outgoing correspondence to members including dues reminders, news bulletins, and
announcements of club events.

The hike reports, although informal, document themain activity of the club. Leaders’ Reports record the date,
time, and locations of hikes and weather and hiking conditions. Reports sometimes include an account of animals,
birds, insects, and plant life encountered during the hike; distance of travel to the hike location; distance hiked;
degree of difficulty; and recommendations for future hikes at the same location. A map or map tracing indicating
the route is often part of the report. Hike Co-Leaders’ Reports most often consist of a hike attendance list and a
record of hike expenses collected from hikers and distributed to drivers.

Hiking schedules were typically distributed twice a year and included printed schedules of planned hikes with
location, dates, meeting time, hike number, assigned leader, co-leader and anticipated transportation cost.

The GVHC scrapbooks, which as a series are entitledMarch of Time, contain a collection of club related
photographs, news clippings, wedding announcements, obituaries, greeting cards, and postcards. Smaller
individual albums commemorate summer hiking trips – some of these take the form of professionally printed
pamphlets while others are in more traditional scrapbook or photo album format.
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Arrangement
This collection consists of ten boxes divided into three series:

Series I: Administrative records, 1926-1999
Subseries A: Organizing documents, 1926
Subseries B: Minutes, reports, and correspondence, 1926-1957
Subseries C: Minutes and reports, 1958-1999
Subseries D: Correspondence and announcements, 1958-1997
Subseries E: Membership lists, 1928-1997

Series II: Hiking records, 1926-1999
Subseries A: Hike schedules, 1926-1999
Subseries B: Hike statistics, 1926-1992
Subseries C: Hike leaders reports, 1926-1982
Subseries D: Hike co-leaders reports, 1976-1983
Subseries E: Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], 1983-1998

Series III: Albums andmemorabilia, 1926-1997
Subseries A: Small albums, envelopes, and binder, 1935-1997
Subseries B: Oversized scrapbooks, 1926-1991

Processing Information
Documents have beenmaintained in the original order established by the GVHC, which is chiefly chronological.

While the original order has beenmaintained, occasionally bundles of correspondence on single topics had been
stapled together, and although staples were removed for preservation reasons, these bundles have been kept
together in order by topic rather than re-filed in order by date.

Nearly all 8.5” x 11” paper records had been three-hole punched and placed in vinyl covered binders. These records
were removed from the binders and arranged into archival file folders. Some pages had been previously repaired
with or fastened together with pressure sensitive tape – loose or loosely adhering pieces of tape filmwere
removed from the files, but moderately or strongly adhering tape was left in place. All metal staples were removed,
including those used to bind the Hiking Schedules, which were then rebound with linen thread.

Box 10 was added on Oct. 25, 2005 and is all duplicate materials.

Subject Headings
- Hiking
- Adirondack Mountain Club
- Parker, Arthur C. (Caswell), 1881-1955
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Container List
Series I: Administrative records, 1926-1999
This series consists of by-laws and amendments to the organization, sample forms and stationary, meeting
minutes, reports, correspondence, announcements, andmembership lists for the duration of the organization.

Box Folder Title, Dates

1 1 By-laws and amendments

1 2 Sample forms, letters, and stationary, undated

1 3 Officers duties

1 4 Minutes, reports, and correspondence, 1926-1928

1 5 Minutes, reports, and correspondence, 1929

1 6 Minutes, reports, and correspondence, 1930-1935

1 7 Minutes, reports, and correspondence, 1936-1937

1 8 Minutes, reports, and correspondence, 1938-1939

1 9 Minutes, reports, and correspondence, 1940-1941

1 10 Minutes, reports, and correspondence, 1941-1947

1 11 Minutes, reports, and correspondence, 1948-1952

1 12 Minutes, reports, and correspondence, 1953-1954

1 13 Minutes, reports, and correspondence, 1955

1 14 Minutes, reports, and correspondence, 1956

1 15 Minutes, reports, and correspondence, 1957

1 16 Minutes and reports, 1958-1959

1 17 Minutes and reports, 1960-1962

1 18 Minutes and reports, 1963-1965

1 19 Minutes and reports, 1966-1969

1 20 Minutes and reports, 1970-1973

1 21 Minutes and reports, 1974-1976

1 22 Minutes and reports, 1977-1982
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1 23 Minutes and reports, 1983-1987

1 24 Minutes and reports, 1991-1995

1 25 Minutes and reports, 1996-1999

1 26 Correspondence and announcements, 1958

1 27 Correspondence and announcements, 1959

1 28 Correspondence and announcements, 1960

1 29 Correspondence and announcements, 1961

1 30 Correspondence and announcements, 1962-1965

1 31 Correspondence and announcements, 1966-1969

1 32 Correspondence and announcements, 1970-1972

1 33 Correspondence and announcements, 1973-1979

1 34 Correspondence and announcements, 1982-1989

1 35 Correspondence and announcements, 1990-1993

1 36 Correspondence and announcements, 1994-1997

1 37 Membership lists, 1928-1950

1 38 Membership lists, 1952-1960

1 39 Membership lists, 1962-1970

1 40 Membership lists, 1971-1979

1 41 Membership lists, 1982-1990

1 42 Membership lists, 1991-1997

Series II: Hiking records, 1926-1999
This series consists of hike schedules, leader and co-leader hiking reports, maps andmap tracings for the
duration of the organization.

Box Folder Title, dates

1 43 Hike schedules, February 2, 1926 - September 27, 1931 (index)

1 44 Hike schedules, October 11, 1931 - February 2, 1949 (index)
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1 45 Hike schedules, March 13, 1949 - October 26, 1958 (index)

1 46 Hike schedules, November 2, 1958 - October 25, 1964

1 47 Hike schedules, November 1, 1964 - December 28, 1969

1 48 Hike schedules, January 4, 1970 - January 25, 1976

1 49 Hike schedules, February 1, 1976 - January 27, 1980

1 50 Hike schedules, February 2, 1980 - January 28, 1990

1 51 Hike schedules, February 11, 1990 - September 26, 1999

1 52 Leaders reports - charts, 1968-1971, 1974-1977, 1981-1983

1 53 Preliminary summary of hikes, 1926-1958

1 54 Hike history database - printout, 1992 (hikes 1987-1992)

1 55 Hike attendance - Lists, charts, and graphs, 1935-1942

2 1 Hike leaders reports, 1926-1939

2 2 Hike leaders reports, 1940

2 3 Hike leaders reports, 1941

2 4 Hike leaders reports, 1942

2 5 Hike leaders reports, 1943-1944

2 6 Hike leaders reports, 1946-1948

2 7 Hike leaders reports, 1949

2 8 Hike leaders reports, January-June, 1950

2 9 Hike leaders reports, July-December, 1950

2 10 Hike leaders reports, January-June, 1951

2 11 Hike leaders reports, July-December, 1951

2 12 Hike leaders reports, 1952

2 13 Hike leaders reports, 1953

2 14 Hike leaders reports, 1954

2 15 Hike leaders reports, 1955

2 16 Hike leaders reports, 1956
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2 17 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1957

2 18 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1957

2 19 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1958

2 20 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1958

2 21 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1959

2 22 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1959

2 23 Hike leaders reports, 1960

2 24 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1961

2 25 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1961

2 26 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1962

2 27 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1962

2 28 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1963

2 29 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1963

2 30 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1964

2 31 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1964

2 32 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1965

2 33 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1965

2 34 Hike leaders reports, 1966

2 35 Hike leaders reports, January-May 1967

2 36 HIke leaders reports, June-December 1967

2 37 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1968

2 38 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1968

2 39 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1969

2 40 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1969

2 41 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1970

2 42 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1970

2 43 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1971
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2 44 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1971

2 45 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1972

2 46 Hike leaders reports, July- December 1972

2 47 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1973

2 48 HIke leaders reports, July-December 1973

2 49 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1974

2 50 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1974

2 51 Hike leaders reports, January-April 1975

2 52 Hike leaders reports, May-August 1975

2 53 Hike leaders reports, September-December 1975

2 54 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1976

2 55 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1976

2 56 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1977

2 57 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1977

3 1 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1978

3 2 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1978

3 3 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1979

3 4 HIke leaders reports, July-December 1979

3 5 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1980

3 6 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1980

3 7 Hike leaders reports, January-June 1981

3 8 Hike leaders reports, July-December 1981

3 9 Hike leaders reports, 1982

3 10 Hike co-leaders reports, January-June 1976

3 11 Hike co-leaders reports, July-December 1976

3 12 Hike co-leaders reports, January-June 1977

3 13 Hike co-leaders reports, July-December 1977
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3 14 Hike co-leaders reports, 1978

3 15 Hike co-leaders reports, January-June 1979

3 16 Hike co-leaders reports, July-December 1979

3 17 Hike co-leaders reports, January-June 1980

3 18 Hike co-leaders reports, July-December 1980

3 19 Hike co-leaders reports, 1981

3 20 Hike co-leaders reports, 1982

3 21 Hike co-leaders reports, July-December 1983

3 22 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], July-December 1983

3 23 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], January-June 1984

3 24 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], July-December 1984

3 25 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], January-June 1985

3 26 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], July-December 1985

3 27 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], January-June 1986

3 28 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], July-December 1986

3 29 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], January-June 1987

3 30 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], July-December 1987

3 31 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], January-June 1988

3 32 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], July-December 1988

3 33 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], January-June 1989

3 34 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], July-December 1989

3 35 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], January-June 1990

3 36 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], July-December 1990

3 37 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], January-June 1991

3 38 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], July-December 1991

3 39 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], January-June 1992

3 40 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], July-December 1992
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3 41 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], January-June 1993

3 42 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], July-December 1993

3 43 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], January-June 1994

3 44 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], July-December 1994

3 45 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], January-June 1995

3 46 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], July-December 1995

3 47 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], January-June 1996

3 48 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], July-December 1996

3 49 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], January-June 1997

3 50 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], July-December 1997

3 51 Hike leaders and co-leaders reports [combined], 1998

3 52 Miscellaneousmaps andmap tracings, undated

Series III: Albums andmemorabilia, 1926-1997
This series consists of club patch designs, GVHC histories, narrations of hikes, photographs of hikes, members,
and events, hiking schedules, and theMarch of Time series for the lifetime of the organization.

Box Folder Title, dates

4 1 Design for club patch, undated

4 2 Club history for 50th anniversary, 1978

4 3 Living in a Colonist Car, undated

4 4 The Genesee Valley Hiking Club on the roof of the Empire State Building (Mt. Marcy
weekend), May-June, 1935

4 5 ImogeneBasin, Ouray Colorado, Hike no. 1100, July-August, 1954 [printed]

4 6 Selkirk outing (Glacier National Park, British Columbia, Canada), hike no. 1145,
July-August, 1955 [printed]

4 7 Snatches of GVHC outings - Skoki, 1952 and Selkirk, 1955 [photo album], 1952,1955

4 Env. 1 Misc. materials: Hike 1000, Skoki, Banff National Park, Canada, 1952; Hike 1100
Imogene Basin, Ouray, Co., 1954; Hike 1145, Selkirk Glacier National Park, Canada, 1954
[added on October 25, 2005 - Chronicle trip to Adirondacks written by Harwood Dryer,
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1940.]

4 Env. 2-4 Ouray County, Camp Bird (Colorado), 1954 [loose pages of disbound album in env. 3 &
4]

4 Bnd. 1 Doings of Genesee Valley Hiking Club at home and on the trail, 1938

4 Bnd. 2 Hike 1000 (Skoki, Banff National Park, Canada), July 1952

4 Bnd. 3 Glacier National Park, British Columbia, Canada, hike no. 1145 by ElizabethFessenden
Washburn, July-August, 1955 [long format hike report]

4 Bnd. 4 Mt. Robson, Mother of Glaciers, hike no. 1200, July 1956 [narrated scrapbook]

4 Bnd. 5 Hike no. 3195, Oatka Creek, September, 1985

4 Bnd. 6 Photos, 1996-1997

5 March of Time, 1926-1941

6 March of Time, 1938-1943

6 March of Time, 1941-1946

6 March of Time, 1946-1951

6 March of Time, 1956-1959

6 March of Time, 1959-1966

6 March of Time, 1960-1964

7 March of Time, 1966-1970

7 March of Time, 1971-1974

7 March of Time, 1975-1977

7 March of Time, vol. 11, 1978-1982

8 March of Time, vol. 12, 1983-1985

8 March of Time, vol. 13, 1986-1988

8 March of Time, vo. 14, 1989-1991

9 Scrapbook covers, undated

10 [Added on October 25, 2005 by intern Jennifer M. Yonker]

10 1 Hiking schedules, 1929-1935

10 2 Hiking schedules, 1936-March 1950
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10 3 Hiking schedules, April 1950-April 1956

10 4 Hiking schedules, April 1956-May 1960

10 5 Hiking schedules, May 1960-October 1967

10 6 Hiking schedules, November 1967-July 1974

10 7 Hiking schedules, August 1974-July 1979

10 8 Hiking schedules, August 1979-July 1988

10 9 Hiking schedules, August 1988-January 1992

10 10 Hiking schedules, February 1992-September 1999

10 11 Sample forms & guidelines, misc. small paper items, 1959-1984

10 12 Correspondence and announcements, 1959-1997

10 13 Membership lists, 1947-1996 [missing years]

10 14 By-laws and amendments

10 15 Annual business meeting minutes, 1992-1993

10 16 Hike histories and summary, 1926-1958, 1987-1993

10 Env. 1 Newspaper articles, August 22, 1954, August 21, 1955

10 Env. 2 Printedmaterials from hikes 1000, 1100, 1145
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