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Collection Summary

Title:

Creator:

Dates:

Extent:

Language:

Rules:

Abstract:

Heise family papers

Heise, Stephanie, 1920-2009
1943-1945, 1992

0.25 cubic feet (1 document box)
English

Describing Archives: A Content Standard

This collection consists of the papers of Stephanie and Donald Heise, Rochester, New York-based
World War |l veterans. The materials are dated between 1943 and 1945, as well as a letter from
Stephanie Heise to the RMSC in 1992 and a newspaper clipping. The papers are comprised of

photographs, correspondence, publications, and military records.
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Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition:

This collection was donated to the RMSC Museum & Science Center by Stephanie and Donald Heise in 1992,
accession # 92.108.

Custodial History:
The papers were created during the day-to-day activities of Stephanie and Donald Heise.
Preferred Citation:

Heise family papers, [ box#:folder#]. RMSC Museum & Science Center, Rochester, NY.
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Restrictions

Conditions Governing Use:
Copyrightis held by the RMSC Museum & Science Center but may also be held by the authors, or their heirs or
assigns. Researchers must obtain written permission of the copyright holder and the RMSC Museum & Science

Center before transmission, reproduction, publication, or presentation (public display, performance, internet
presentation, etc.) forimages from the collection. Quotations used must be cited as above.

Conditions Governing Access:

There are no restrictions regarding access to or use of this collection. Please contact the Collections & Archives
Assistant at 585.271.4552 x337 for an appointment to access the collection.
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Biographical Note

Stephanie Heise was born Stefania Kuvas (Kwas) on December 15, 1920, in Dunkirk, New York, to Andrew and Mary
Kuvas. Andrew and Mary Kuvas were Polish immigrants who came to America in the early twentieth century.

Stephanie enlisted in the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAACs) on March 30, 1943, and began her training in
Daytona Beach, Florida. She then attended officer training in Alpine, Texas. In July 1943, the WAACs were
incorporated into active army service as the Women's Army Corps (WAC). Stephanie was inducted into the WAC and
became an active-duty sergeant in September 1943. As a trained stenographer, Stephanie was the personal
secretary to a Major at the Columbia Army Air Base in South Carolina. This is also where she met her future
husband, Donald Heise. Stephanie and Donald were married on November 15, 1945, at Fort Meade, Baltimore.

Donald Heise was born on January 27, 1924, in LaPorte, Indiana, to George and Leota Heise. After high school,
Donald enlisted in the Army on February 25, 1943. Donald was discharged from the Army on October 30, 1945. After
marrying Stephanie in 1945, the Heise family moved to Donald’s hometown of LaPorte, Indiana, where they lived for
four years. From Indiana, the Heise family moved to Rochester, New York, where Donald was a repair machinist at
Gleason Works until 1979. Stephanie re-entered the workforce as a medical secretary in 1960. They had three
children together.

Stephanie was a charter member of the Women in Military Service in America organization. Donald passed away in
December of 1998, and Stephanie in July of 2009.
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Scope & Content

The Heise family papers cover the experiences of Stephanie Heise as a member of the Women's Army Corps during
World War Il. The primary format of the collection is photographs showing Stephanie’s experiences living at various
military camps and bases. Postcards in the collection depict the same.

The paper material includes instructional memorabilia from WAAC camps and official military documents, like

base orders typed by Stephanie and discharge and separation papers for Stephanie and Donald. The remaining
material includes personal correspondence, greeting cards, and family photographs.

Guide to the Heise Family Papers, 7



Arrangement

This collection consists of one box.

Separated Materials

92.108.1 WAC Sergeant winter uniform
92.108.2 Sergeant stripes

92.108.3 Overseas cap

92.108.4 Uniform shirt

92.108.5 Uniform tie

92.108.6 Dress pumps

92.108.7 Army Corporal Eisenhower jacket with bar pins
92.108.8 Army Corporal uniform pants
92.108.9 “Expert Marksmanship” Medal
92.108.10 Brown, yellow, and orange pin
92.108.1 Red with six stripes pin

92.108.12 Brown, green, red, four-star pin
92.108.13 Army Corporal uniform dress shirt

Processing Information

The collection appeared to have no discernible order. The archivist imposed alphabetical order and re-foldered the
materials. The photographs were separated by military and personal, and from there, the location, context, and
type. Documents, correspondence, postcards, and publications are separated into folders.

Subject Headings

Heise, Stephanie Kwas

Heise, Donald W.

United States Army

United States Army Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC)
United States Army Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps Officer Candidate School
United States Army Women's Army Corps (WAC)

World War I

United States Military

United States Veterans

Columbia Army Air Base

Gleason Works

Stenographer

Bibliography

N/A

Guide to the Heise Family Papers, 8



Container List

Box Folder Title, Dates
1 1 Army base candids, 1943-1945
2 Family photographs, September 1943 and November 1945
3 Letters and cards, 1943-1945
4 Military decorations box top, c. 1943-1945
5 Military records, 1945
6 Newspaper articles, August 14, 1943
7 Official military photographs, 1943 and 1945
8 Postcards, c. 1943-1945
9 Publications, May 1945 - April 1945, and 1992
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Collection Summary

Title: The Heise Family Papers

Creator: Heise, Stephanie (Kwas), (1920-2009)
Dates: 1943-1945, 1992

Extent: 0.25 cu. Ft. (1 document box)

Abstract: This collection consists of photographs, letters, publications, and records from
Stephanie Kwas Heise regarding her experiences as a member of the Women's Army Auxiliary
Corps (WAAC) and later the Women’s Army Corps (WAC) during the Second World War. The
documents are predominately from 1943-1945, with the inclusion of a letter from Stephanie to
the museum from 1992 and a newspaper article from the same year. The photographs are
largely depictions of Stephanie’s life on various army bases and official posed military
photographs.

Language: English
Rules: Describing Archives: A Content Standard

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition: This collection was donated by Stephanie and Donald Heise
to the Rochester Museum & Science Center in 1992.

Custodial History: These are original photographs and documents created and obtained during
the lives of Stephanie and Donald Heise.

Preferred Citation: The Heise Family Papers. [Box#:Folder#]. Rochester Museum & Science
Center, Rochester, New York.

Restrictions

Conditions Governing Use: Copyright is held by the Rochester Museum & Science Center.
Copyright of the papers in the collection may be held by the authors, or their heirs and assigns.
Researchers must obtain the written permission of the holder(s) of copyright and the Rochester
Museum & Science Center before transmission, reproduction, publication, or presentation
(public display, performance, internet presentation) quotations or images from the collection.
Most papers may be copied in accordance with the Rochester Museum & Science Center's usual
policies unless otherwise specified.
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Conditions Governing Access: There are no restrictions regarding access to or use of this
collection.

Biographical/Historical Note

Stephanie Heise was born as Stefania Kuvas (anglicized as Kwas) on December 15, 1920 in
Dunkirk, New York and her husband Donald Heise was born on January 27, 1924 in La Porte,
Indiana. Stephanie was the daughter of Polish immigrants who came to America in the early
twentieth century and went on to have six children, of whom Stephanie was the third.

Stephanie and her siblings Joseph and Sophie served in different armed forces: the
WAAC/WAC, the Army, and the Marines respectively. Stephanie’s experiences with the
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps and the Women'’s Army Corps brought her to several
different bases and training camps in the country, including the Columbia Army Air Base
(CAAB) where she met her husband, Donald Wayne Heise.

Stephanie enlisted into the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps in April 1943, beginning her
training in Daytona Beach, Florida before attending officer training in Alpine, Texas. After the
Women’'s Army Auxiliary Corps was incorporated into active army service as the Women's
Army Corps in July 1943, Stephanie was inducted into the WAC and became an active-duty
sergeant in September, 1943. As a trained stenographer, Stephanie was tasked as the personal
secretary to a major at CAAB.

After the war, Stephanie met Donald Heise and the two married on November 15, 1945 at Fort
Meade, Baltimore. The two moved to Donald’s hometown of La Porte, Indiana following the
war where they lived for four years. They had two children in Indiana before moving to
Rochester, where a third child was born. In Rochester, Donald was a repair mechanist at
Gleason Works until a bad heart attack officially disabled him in 1979. Stephanie was a
homemaker until 1960, when she returned to the workforce as a medical secretary.

Stephanie was a charter member of the organization Women in Military Service in America,
which seeks to research and tell the stories of American women in combat, whether in official

capacity or not.

Donald Heise passed away on December 5, 1998 and Stephanie followed him on July 7, 2009 in
Churchville, New York.
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Scope and Content

The Heise Family Papers covers the experiences of Stephanie Kwas Heise as a member of the
Women's Army Auxiliary Corps and the Women's Army Corps during the Second World War.
The primary format of the collection is photographs, covering Stephanie’s experiences living on
different military camps and bases. Postcards in the collection also depict the same thing. Of the
paper documents in the collection, there are instructional memorabilia from WAAC camps and
official army documents, including base orders typed by Stephanie and Stephanie and Donald
Heise's discharge and separation documents. Items of a more personal nature are included in
the collection as well, including letters, greeting cards, and family photographs.

Arrangement
This collection consists of one box.

Separated Materials

e World War Il WAC Sergeant winter uniform including Eisenhower jacket with ribbons
and 1st AF patch, skirt, overseas cap, shirt with sergeant stripes, and tie

Dress pumps

World War II Army Corporal uniform including dress shirt, Eisenhower jacket with bar
pins, Corporal stripes, and overseas stripes

Badge: square, green, and yellow

Overseas cap

Gl issue tie

Pair of pants (belt missing)

“Expert Marksmanship” Medal

Accession number for this collection as a whole is 92.108
Processing Information

The collection was found processed at item level with no discernible order. Archivist imposed
alphabetical order on collection and re-foldered artifacts. Photographs were separated largely
on a basis of whether or not they were taken in an official capacity and within that, location,
context, and type. Documents and correspondence received their own folders, as did postcards
and publications.

Subject Headings

e Heise, Stephanie Kwas
e Heise, Donald W
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United States. Army. Women'’s Army Auxiliary Corps
United States. Army. Women's Army Auxiliary Corps. Officer Candidate School
United States. Army. Women'’s Army Corps

World War, 1939-1945

Photographs

Postcards

Military orders

Military discharge

Correspondence

Columbia (S.C.)

Daytona (Fla.)

Container List

Box Folder Title, Dates
1 1 Army Base Candids, 1943-1945
2 Family Photographs, September 1943, November 1945
3 Letters and Cards, 1943-1945
4 Military Decorations Box Top, circa 1943-1945
5 Military Records, 1945
6 Newspaper Articles, August 14, 1943
7 Official Military Photographs, 1943, 1945
8 Postcards, Circa 1943-1945
9 Publications, May 1943-April 1945, 1992
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