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Collection Summary

Title: Seth Green family papers

Creator: Green, Seth, 1817-1888 ; Green, Eric S., 1892-1979

Dates: 1844-1977, bulk 1862-1888

Extent: 2.5 cubic feet (7 document boxes, one flat file)

Language: English

Rules: Describing Archives: A Content Standard

Abstract: This collection consists of the family papers of the Rochester, New York based “Father of Fish
Culture,” Seth Green and his family. Thematerials date from 1844 to 1977, with the bulk of the
materials dated from 1862 to 1888. The collection consists of correspondence, photographs,
newspaper clippings, speeches, writings (published and unpublished), diaries, scrapbooks, and
record books.
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Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition:

This collection was donated to the RMSC Museum& Science Center by Mrs. Zoe Green on November 15, 1979,
accession # 79.326.

Preferred Citation:

Seth Green family papers, 79.326, [box#:folder#]. RMSC Museum& Science Center, Rochester, NY.

Restrictions

Conditions Governing Use:

Copyright is held by the RMSC Museum& Science Center but may also be held by the authors, or their heirs or
assigns. Researchers must obtain written permission of the copyright holder and the RMSC Museum& Science
Center before transmission, reproduction, publication, or presentation (public display, performance, internet
presentation, etc.) for images from the collection. Quotations usedmust be cited as above.

Conditions Governing Access:

There are no restrictions regarding access to or use of this collection. Contact the Archivist for access to the
collection at 585.697.1947.

Seth Green family papers, 4



Biographical Note

Seth Green, pisciculturist, was born in Rochester, New York to Adonijah and Betsy Green on March 19, 1817. He
received a common school education but early manifested a passion for hunting, fishing, and woodcraft. After the
panic of 1837, Green left school and started commercial fishing along the Genesee River. Hemarried Helen Cooke
in 1848 and they established a fish and gamemarket in downtown Rochester, New York. Seth and Helen partnered
with Seth’s brother Monroe Green. The fish and gamemarket was one of the largest andmost prosperous in the
region.

Green was a pioneer in fish farming and established the first fish hatchery in the United States. The Caledonia Fish
Hatchery was established in 1864. There Green pioneered “dry impregnation” , a newmethod of fertilization. He
successfully propagated salmon and later expanded to include shad, rainbow trout, and brown trout. Green
propagated fish because he realized early on that fish were a finite resource and would eventually, through sport or
market, become endangered.

After many years of operating his fish hatchery, Greenmoved on to become the Superintendent of Fisheries for
the State of New York in 1870. Seth Green died in 1888.

Seth Green’s son, Chester K. Greenwas also a noted pisciculturist. Chester ran the fish and gamemarket on Front
Street in Rochester as Seth Green’s Son until around 1890. Chester managed fish hatcheries in Washington, D.C.,
Erwin, Tennessee, and Cape Vincent, New York. Chester succeeded Livingstone Stone as the head of the hatchery
in Cape Vincent for many years until his death. Chester contributedmany articles and papers about fish hatching
and fishing. He was amember of the Genesee Falls lodge, the Columbia Rifle Club, and the Cape Vincent Yacht
Club. Chester K. Green died on November 5, 1913.

Eric Greenwas born on June 8, 1891 to Chester K. Green and Carrie Steel Green. Eric Green graduated from George
Washington University in 1915 and practicedmedicine at Rochester General Hospital before moving to the
Rochester Community Hospital. He served with the Army Medical Corps and the Red Cross duringWorldWar I. In
1923 he was namedmedical supervisor at the Rochester Community Hospital. Eric was also a pioneer in the
treatment of alcoholics and helped organize the first Alcoholics Anonymous in Rochester. He was the Director of
Monroe Community Hospital for 35 years. Eric was amember of several medical societies and was a consultant to
the University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry. Dr. Green also served as a director of the Rochester
and Monroe County Humane Society.
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Scope & Content
This collection consists of the papers of the Seth Green family, a Rochester, New York based family. Seth Green
(1817-1888) was considered the “Father of Fishing Culture.” His son, Chester K. Green was also a noted pisciculturist
and Chester’s son, Eric Green was the Director of the Monroe Community Hospital for 35 years. Thematerials date
from 1844 to 1977. The collection consists of photographs, correspondence, newspaper clippings, diaries, record
books, biographical information, and scrapbooks.

The correspondence in the collection consists of letters to and from Seth Green, Chester K. Green, and Eric Green.
There is also a letter to Adonijah and Betsy Green from 1844. There are letters to the editor from Seth Green of
various fish culture periodicals, miscellaneous notes, and articles.

The collection also contains photographs of the Green family, extended family members, fish hatcheries, and the
Monroe Community Hospital. The photographs also contain a photograph of the Seth Greenmonument in Mt. Hope
Cemetery. A few of the photographs from the Eric Green series are housed in an oversized drawer.

The papers include the diaries of Seth and Chester Green as well as record books with fish hatchery reports and
fish collection and transfer records, and scrapbooks.

Series IV, Eric Green contains newspaper articles, correspondence, and legal briefs related to the controversy of
the Monroe Community Hospital, both the building of and Eric Green’s attempted ouster. It also consists of family
correspondence, certificates and awards, and photographs of the Norton family.

The scrapbooks in the collection consist of newspaper clippings of articles by or about Seth Green, fishing, and
fish culture. Scrapbook 1 dates from 1867 to 1890 and contains clippings about and by Seth Green. It also contains
letters to the editors from Green. Scrapbook 2 contains clippings written by Seth Green from American Angler
between 1886 and 1888. It also contains obituaries and/or tributes to Seth Green from 1888 to 1890. Scrapbook 3
was compiled by Seth Green’s sister-in-law, Julia Cook and consists of newspaper articles by or about Seth Green
from 1863 to 1901. This scrapbook is in poor condition. Scrapbook 4 contains articles for American Angler written
by or about Seth Green from 1880 to 1897.
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Arrangement
This collection consists of seven boxes divided into five series:

Series I: Seth Green, 1844-1964
Series II: Photographs, c. 1850-1921
Series III: Green family, 1858-1938
Series IV: Eric Green, 1903-1977
Series V: Scrapbooks, 1863-1901

Related Materials
Seth Green Research Aids #1-3. These research aids contain correspondence transcription, detailed descriptions
of photographs, copies of newspaper articles from the collection, lists of resources outside the RMSC, and
handwritten notes from prior Seth Green researchers. RMSC, Rochester, N.Y.

Local History Vertical Files: Biography–Green, Dr. Eric [Contains copy of obituary, 1979.]. RMSC, Rochester, N.Y.

Local History Vertical Files: Biography–Green, Seth [Contains copies of articles about Seth Green, handwritten
transcript of french letter, and exhibit notes.]. RMSC, Rochester, N.Y.

“Record of Service and Expenditures from Caledonia Station from April 1st 1895.” BMS 129. Acc # 2005.87. RMSC,
Rochester, N.Y.

“Bills Paid at Caledonia Fish Hatchery, 1888-1895.” BMS 128. Acc # 2005.87. RMSC, Rochester, N.Y.

Subject Headings
● Physicians
● Hospitals–Medical staff
● Fish culture
● Hatchery fishes
● Fish hatcheries
● Shad
● Monroe Community Hospital
● New York (State)--Rochester
● Green, Seth (1817-1888)
● Green, Eric S.
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Container List
Series I: Seth Green, 1844-1964
This series consists of newspaper articles and biographical information about Seth Green. It also contains
correspondence to and from Seth Green including a letter from Chief Engineer of the RhineWorks in Strasbourg,
France that includes a translation, letters to editors of various fish culture periodicals, a diary, and a record book.
Series I holds published articles and speeches by Seth Green.

Box Folder Title, Dates

1 1 Letters, original, June 27, 1862-February 1874

1 2 Letters, original, April 1, 1874-April 6, 1882

1 3 Letters, original, April 10, 1882-July 14, 1888

1 4 Autobiographical letter to “Friend Harris”, c. 1884

1 5 Letters to editor, 1880-1885

1 6 Handwritten notes, 1887-1888, undated

1 7 Address on fish culture, undated

1 8 Letter from Chief Engineer of RhineWorks, January 15, 1867

1 9 Letter from Joseph Henry, Smithsonian Institution, April 21, 1873

1 10 Anonymous account of Suttler at Battle of Bull Run, undated

1 11 List of dates in life of Seth Green, c. 1888

1 12 Account of his yachting activities, c. 1875, 1909-1910

1 13 NYS Fish Commission record book, 1878-1881

1 14 Green Family Record, c. 1950

1 15 Price list, October 1874

1 16 “Seth Green Trout Ponds, General directions for handling spawn,” 1867

1 17 The American Angler and Sportsman Tourist publication, Summer 1897

1 18 Draft copy of his will, 1878

1 19 “Father of Fish Culture in America,” undated

1 20 Hatchery Centennial, 1964

1 21 Items given to Rochester Historical Society, 1938
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1 22 “Death of Sir Knight Matthew J. Steele” pamphlet and letter of introduction, 1844, 1913

1 23 Obituary of Livingstone Stone, 1913

1 24 25th wedding Anniversary, 1873

2 1 Checks, signed by, December 26, 1883-April 5, 1884

2 2 Bibliography by Brown Goode, Smithsonian Institution, undated

2 3 Invention - Shad hatching box, undated

2 4 Biography by Sylvia Black, 1823, c. 1944

2 5 Published writings, 1874

2 6 Biography, undated

2 7 Biography by adopted son of Eric Green, 1958

2 8 Biography, undated

2 9 Biography, rough draft by Seth Green’s granddaughter [Helen Green Ogden], undated

2 10 Diary and record books, 1863, 1880

Series II: Photographs, 1848-1921
This series consists of photographs of Seth Green at various ages, Eric Green, and other Green family members. It
also contains photographs of hatcheries, houses, and unidentified people.

Box Folder Title, dates

2 11 Photos #1-19, c. 1848-1887

2 12 Photos, 1848-1887

2 13 Adonijah & Betsy Green, undated

2 14 Green Camp Summerville, undated

2 15 Cape Vincent Fish Hatchery, c. 1921

2 16 Marcellous Holton Inventor of Holton hatchery box, 1909

2 17 Zoe & Eric Green, undated

2 18 Family photos, 1875, undated

2 19 House photos, undated

2 20 Green family photos, 1892-1910
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2 21 Residence, Alexander Street, undated

2 22 Photographs offered by C.K.G., c. 1888

2 23 Helen Green, 1874

2 24 Chester Green, undated

2 25 Unidentified women, undated [c. 1870-1920s]

2 26 Unidentifiedmen, undated

2 27 Unidentified children, undated

2 28 Unidentified houses, undated

3 1 William Green, 1938

3 2 Caledonia fish hatchery, undated

3 3 Chester Green, undated

3 4 Carrie Steele Green, undated

3 5 Monroe Green, undated

3 6 Unidentified groups of people, undated

3 7 Washington, D.C., undated

3 8 Helen Green (Granddaughter), undated

3 9 Carrie and Helen Green, undated

3 10 Unidentified places, undated

3 11 Green family pets, undated

3 12 Chester Green family, undated

3 13-15 Miscellaneous, undated

4 Framed Green family photograph, undated
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Series III: Green family, 1858-1938
This series contains materials that center around Seth Green’s son, Chester Green, who ran the Caledonia Fish
Hatchery after his father’s death. Items that can be found in this series are Chester Green’s diaries from 1873 and
1878, fish hatchery reports from 1901, and fish collection and transfer records from 1901 to 1902. Other materials
that will be found in this series are correspondence to and from, newspaper articles about, and announcements
related to other Green family members.

Box Folder Title, dates

3 16 Letters to and from Chester Green, undated

3 17 Letters from Chester Green, 1910

3 18 Chester Green fish stories, c. 1900

3 19 Letters to Chester Green, 1873, 1900-1901

3 20 Letters to Chester Green, 1870-1900

3 21 Marriage certificate, Chester and Carrie Steele Green, 1883

3 22 Chester Green diaries, 1873, 1878

3 23 Fish Hatchery reports, 1901-1902

4 1 Fish collection and transfer records, 1901-1902

4 2 News clippings related to fishing, 1900, 1913

4 3 Clippings of local interest, 1908-1911

4 4 Clippings of fish culture, 1900-1910

4 5 Seth Green [Grandson of Seth Green], 1936-1938

4 6 Newspaper clippings and journal articles about Chester Green, 1903-1914

4 7 Newspaper clippings and journal articles about Seth Green, 1888-1946

4 8 Letter to Adonijah & Betsy Green, 1858

4 9 “The Name and Family of Green” compiled by The Media Research Bureau, undated

4 10 Livingstone Stone “The Early Days of Fish Culture,” 1898

4 11 “Fish Culture Compared in Importance with Agriculture,” 1872

4 12 Green family news clippings and announcements, 1874, undated
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Series IV: Eric Green, 1903-1977
This series consists of materials related to Dr. Eric Green, Director of the Monroe County Home & Infirmary and
Seth Green’s grandson. The documents consist of correspondence, photographs, newspaper clippings, legal briefs
regarding the Monroe County Home & Infirmary. It also includes photographs, certificates, yearbooks, and
personal correspondence regarding Eric Green.

Box Folder Title, dates

5 1 Monroe County Home & Infirmary correspondence, 1934-1935

5 2 Monroe County Home & Infirmary newspaper clippings, 1934-1935

5 3 Monroe County Home & Infirmary legal briefs, 1935

5 4 Monroe County Home & Infirmary staff and organization, 1934-1935

5 5 Monroe County Home & Infirmary Medical Supervisors home, 1948

5 6 Sympathy letters, undated

5 7 Letters to Uncle Bill, 1915, 1933-1938

5 8 Letters to, 1938

5 9 M.D. GeorgeWashington University commencement program, 1915

5 10 Record books, 1903, 1905

5 11 WWI & Hospital photos, c. 1918

5 12-13 Photos, undated

5 14 Blue photocopies, undated

5 Framed group family photographs, undated

5 Small framed photograph, undated

6 1-4 Photographs, c. 1890-1920

6 5 Certificates, 1964-1977

6 6 Newspaper articles, 1933

6 Framed group photograph, undated

6 The Caduceus - GeorgeWashington University, 1915

820 G Oversized certificates and photographs, 1915-1970
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Series V: Scrapbooks, 1863-1901
The scrapbooks in this series consist of newspaper clippings of articles by or about Seth Green, fishing, and fish
culture. Scrapbook 1 dates from 1867 to 1890 and contains clippings about and by Seth Green. It also contains
letters to the editors from Green. Scrapbook 2 contains clippings written by Seth Green from American Angler
between 1886 and 1888. It also contains obituaries and/or tributes to Seth Green from 1888 to 1890. Scrapbook 3
was compiled by Seth Green’s sister-in-law, Julia Cook and consists of newspaper articles by or about Seth Green
from 1863 to 1901. This scrapbook is in poor condition. Scrapbook 4 contains articles for American Angler written
by or about Seth Green from 1880 to 1897.

Box Item Title, dates

7 1 Scrapbook 1, 1867-1890

7 2 Scrapbook 2, 1886-1900

7 3 Scrapbook 3, 1863-1901 [fragile]

7 4 Scrapbook 4, 1880-1897
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