
RMSC Scout Information: Sustainability Merit Badge Prerequisites
Prerequisites are required for this class. The following requirement must be completed BEFORE
attending the merit badge class in order to not receive an incomplete:

1. Write in your own words the meaning of sustainability. Explain the importance of sustainability
to society and how you can contribute to fulfilling the needs of current generations without
compromising the needs of future generations. Please be prepared to share and discuss.

Although this is a one-day class, the merit badge requirements will not be completed at the end
of the class time. There are 2 additional at-home projects required for completion. Scouts can
choose to do the projects before or after the class meets. If Scouts complete projects before the
class, they must bring their results to the class to show the counselor.

A website will be set-up so that scouts choosing to do the projects after the class can share
their information with the counselor and complete the badge.

Project #1: Develop and implement 3 plans that attempt to reduce your family's water usage.
Implement those ideas for one month and track your results.

Pre-approved projects include:
• Install a water butt or rain barrel to your drainpipe and use the water collected to water your
plants, clean your car and wash your windows.
• Install water-saving shower heads and low-flow faucet aerators.
• Put plastic bottles or a float booster in your toilet tank. To cut down on water waste, put an
inch or two of sand or pebbles inside each of two plastic bottles to weigh them down. Fill the
bottles with water, screw the lids on, and put them in your toilet tank, safely away from the
operating mechanisms. Or, buy an inexpensive tank bank or float booster. Be sure at least 3
gallons of water remain in the tank so it will flush properly.
• Take shorter showers. One way to cut down on water use is to turn off the shower after
soaping up, then turn it back on to rinse.
• Turn off the water after you wet your toothbrush, and turn it on again to rinse after brushing.
There is no need to keep the water running while brushing your teeth. Just wet your brush and
fill a glass for mouth rinsing.
• When washing dishes by hand, don't leave the water running for rinsing. If you have a double
basin, fill one with soapy water and one with rinse water. If you have a single-basin sink,gather
washed dishes in a dish rack and rinse them with a spray device or a pan full of hot water.
Dual-swivel aerators are available to make this easier.
• Use your water meter to check for hidden water leaks, and then repair leaky pipes. Read the
house water meter before and after a two-hour period when no water is being used. If the meter
does not read exactly the same, there is a leak somewhere.
• If you would like to ask about a project idea that is not listed here, contact the merit badge
counselor at: shildreth@rmsc.org

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ATcxm-UFPC5y-SZQi4mh3BklbbG8PDzpOZFrh06BnBU/edit


Project #2: On a camp out or other outdoor Scouting activity that you attend, make notes on the
sustainability practices you and your fellow scouts practice. Observe transportation, forestry,
soil conservation, water resources, habitat, buildings, campsites and sanitation.


